Le 


"Bundles: of Special AFL » 
Hi ‘Convention Issue— 


$2 per 100 


cin EN RR Wee Cor) Oe me y 
: rs ; \ . 
zi = ie 4 ¥ 


Bs oe 


WESTERN ORGAN OF THE ik baa PARTY, 0. 8 A. 


(Section of the Communist international) | jaro a 


Vol. 5, No. 98 (Whole of No. 359) 
5 AGT Nc Ree ec enmeRaaes Lee : 


RINE 


- BASQUES TAKE\NN FACING 
|. CITY, MADRID 
MILITIA WINS, “OAST PORTS 


11 500 Miirdered AL Madrid By Regate 
Noe Reported Using Poison Gas, As 
: Caballero Accuses Nazis, Italy 


| ‘MADRID—wWhile sca ment militia won a 12-hour 

battle for the Clinic Hospital in the University City section, 
tae driving out the Fascists, Basque militia went into action from 
Bilbao’ and were ae ware cenyried to have captured Vitoria. 


-k The drive was in the direction 
tof Burgos, “capital” of the Fas- 


~ SLADE STATE'S ving milamen were deter 
7 WN WITNESS, 
CLEARS 


“Leontina”’ (Little Lioness), 
peasant woman who commands 
one of the women’s brigades in 
Attempt . ae F rame 
King, 2 Others | 
Gets a Blow 


the Maxim Gorki column. 
Fascists Murdered 11,500 
OAKLAND—Frank J. Conner 
has been cleared of complicity 


While El] Socialista estimated 

that about 11,000 Fascists have 
ae the.ship..murder of George. |. 
. Alberts by the testimony of 


been killed or wounded in their 
futile attempt to capture Madrid, 

lad of District “Attorney Earl 

£ Warren’s own witnesses. 


it was also estimated that 11,500 
‘The witness was Roscoe C. 


have been killed in Madrid, in- 
cluding large numbers of wom- 
en and children, victims of the 

Slade, fipst assistant. engineer of 
Qa the s ship Point Lobos, the 
i - last man see Alberts alive . 
area, under cross 


i 
i 


firmation of the recent arrival 
of some 5000 Germans at Seville 
to fight for the Fascists. 

» Nazis, Italy Responsible 

‘In a speech before the Spanish 
Parliament at Valencia, Premier 
Francisco Largo Caballero 
chatged Fascist Italy and Nazi’ 
| Germany as responsible for 
every drop of blood shed in. the 
civil. war. 

“Since the beginning of the 


Fascists’ brutal. air attacks. 
Ls: e 


Fascist warplanes of Nazi and 
Italian manufacturé again bomb- 

ation” by Defense Attor- 
ne George; Andersen, that he 


ed Madrid last Thursday, 
Frando” 
fj talked to Conner for at least .a 


“The” forees “were ‘re- 
ported using’ poison gas against 
the defenders of the government 
just north’ of. Madrid. 
A report from London aid the 
British government received con- 
; miniite in the engine room at 
' about the tine the murder was 
committed. Conner is ac 
by Warren of being near Albe! 
cabin before, during and tied 
me jane ‘and showing the 


ed i rer the way to} military uprising the Fascist 
Alberts” chbiti, in which the ‘powers have. been allies of the 
‘murder. place. rébels,” he said. “Without their 


Slade alsd admitted false tes 
-timony in the Coroner's’ inquest 
‘last March 25, three days after 
the. murder. He ‘said at the} 
Coroner's inquest that he me 
Conner. of deck shortly after | President Roosevelt at Buenos 
emerging from the engine room, | Aires: 
but declared téday he did not ere 
see Conner at that point until struggle for democracy, the’ 

a few minutes later. Spanish people, represented by 

: Slade also revealed that Mat- a legally constituted govern- 

' thew Guidera, who testified for ment, looks to the inter-Ameri* 
(Continued on Page 2). Col. 5) can conference. 


ae “The Spanish people pte 
Hw ‘tain the conference wi ea 

_ New C nstitution |: 

“Of USSR Adopted 


huge step in the direction and 
final establishment of a policy 
of mutual respect between na- | 
tions, ‘and non-interference in | 
|internal affairs of other nations 
MOSCOW. — _ With more shan 

, 2000 delegates ‘cheering as they 
“voted. ynanimously. to adopt the 

. > new Constitution’ of the’ Soviet 
| Union, the most democratic do 


aid the military rebellion would 
have been crushed in a few 
weeks.” | 

Julio ‘Alvarez del Vayo, en 
ing for the government, wired 


i 


% 


on which every true policy of 
peace should be based.” 


Call Unions To 
Anti-War Meet 


A ffective . in principle here 
at Tuesday at the. All-Union. Con- 
ogress af. Soviets. 


The Cor ress named a com-| SAN FRANCISCO—Yhe_ nec- 
, mil tiee of | , headed by poe essity of organized labor getting 
talin, -general ‘secretary of |behind the State Conference 


Sommunist Patty of the. Soviet 
" Halba! to draft final revisions in 
the. constitution, which was to 
be. reported back. - to the dele: | 
ae. last ey | 


it: a + 


Against War - and Fascism, to 
convene here the week-end of 
December 12th . and’ 13th, was 
stréssed by the American League} 
Against War and Fascism in a 
letter sent to trade unions last 
week: 
“The. Tsguitrial - mobilization 
ie of the United States War 


as Second‘ Clase matter A 
no neg at San Francisco, Calif. Under the Act of Mar, 3 


‘taken office), having issued na- 


In this dramatic hour of | 


‘| East Twelfth St., took place im- 


_| manager 


April 27th, 1934 at ek ft 


REVOLT IN E. 


Boston,. New York|' 
Longshoremen Are 


On Strike 


NEW YORK—Joseph P; Ryan, 
international IL.A. president, 
who on Wednesday ordered LL. | 
A. men not to load the French | 8 
‘hip Champlain in retaliation 
for French dockers’ solidarity 
with East Coast seamen, is fac- 
ing revolt in the I.L.A, on this 
Coast. 


Not only did Brooklyn local 
808 refuse to pass through sea- 
men’s picket lines, but two hun- 
dred I.L.A. members in Boston 
refused. to unload the strike- 
bound freighter Mobile City. 

I.L.A. Strike in Boston 

The Boston I.L.A. members dis- 
regarded orders of union vice- 
president Donovan, and paid no 
attention to a telegram from 
Ryan,” 

Longshoremen in Philadelphia 
and Baltimore have displayed a 
similar attitude to Ryan. 

The United States Liner Man- 
hattan was the object of a 
demonstration by striking sea- 
men, in which two were arrest- 
ed and eight-injured. The Man- 
hattan left her .pter; but-could| 
get no further than Quarantine, 
due to lack of a complete crew. 

Strike strategy committee 
spokesmen stated that represen- 
tatives of the powerful Ameri- 
can Export Lines had made. 
overtures to strike leaders for 
negotiations. 

1800 striking seamen who 
packéd Manhattan Lyceum here 
voted to set up a board of trus- 
tees, consisting of two represen- 
,tatives from each of the three 
International eamen’s Union 
organizations, to take over ‘vir- 
tual leadership of the I.S.U. 

The strike strategy committee 
called on all the members to 
pay their dues to an emergency 
fund which the «board of trus- 
tees is to supervise. 

The East and Gulf strike now 


IN THE trenches around Ma- 

drid, where the anti-Fascist 

forces are heroically defend- 

ing. their capital. Minister of 

Public Works Just of the 

Spanish republic inspects part 
of the defense works. 


NATIONAL BAN 
OF. HOT CELERY 


STOCKTON ~—. Bert Hoover, 
captain of pickets in the celery 
strike, has. been.-bailed out by 
the International. Labor Defense, 
which posted $500 bail. — 

A meeting this Saturday night 
at ILL.A. Hall will bring togeth- 
er agricultural workers from 
various crops, to consider their 
wage problems. An open pub: 
lic. meeting ‘will probably . be 
held Saturday afternoon. 


- STOCKTON.—With the strike 
of over 2000 celery workers hold- 


ramento, a nation-wide organized 
boycott of hot ¢elery has been 
called for by the Stockton Cen- 
tral Labor Council. 


stands further strengthened, 1 h A , lab 
with the Radio Telegraphists ang| Al! other REET AC REX. | dere: 
the Marine Firemen (whose | ‘ councils were urged to take sim- 


ilar action. 

Strikers received a change in 
venue to Lockeford, for 16 pick- 
{ets arrested in the Terminous 
area. Judge Solkmore at Lodi 
,granted the venue change, 

Solkmore, who said last week 


new progressive officials have | 


tional strike calls. 


400 E. Bay Rubber 
Workers Walk Out! 


OAKLAND —The Pacific Rub- 
ber and Tire Manufacturing Co. 
has been shut by a strike of 300 
employees here. 

Among the strikers are rubber | 
workers, teamsters and ware- 
houseman, who demand recog- 
nition of their unions. 

Mass picketing of the plant, on 


in a vicious attack on the strik- 
ers, denied Défense 


| the case to Stockton. He said the’ 
jury “could be packed with bas 
ion men” there. 

The petition for change in 
venue charged Solkmor¢ with 
bias. 

Nearly 500 special | dna regu- 
lar officers, armed /with rifles, 
piek- -handles and gas ‘weapons 
have entered the 100-square mile 
Terminous celery district, ready 
for, vigilante action against the 
plant Strikers. 
vice-|' Pickets hdve met with terror 
in Isleton, near Sacramento algo. 
Sheriff Cox there slandered the 
Strikers, calling them “a hungn 
of bums, 


mediately. C. 1. Turner, 
and company 
presidént; said’ at first the pick- 
ets had “manhandled”. séveral 
foremen, but then said “there 
had been no rioting.” 


SAN FRANCISCO. .— Shortly 
after the Pacific Coast, LLA. 
Exécutive Board had issued a 


SAN FRANCIS£O, CALIF, MONDAY f 


i lis / making . good 


fed, 


IS CALLED FOR 


ing strong here and around Sac- | 


that “Lodi is not San Francisco,” } 


Attorney 
Baurhgartert’s motion to transfer} 


“Resolved, that the San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council do go on 


Satotaging; Ryan 
Wired Them 


suance of a circular by the En- 
jsenada, Steyedore Union, calling 
on, longshoremen to work Am- 
erjcan ships, reyealed to Ameri- 
ca strikers that while the mili- 


tant’ ’ Confederation of Workers 
its pledge to 
boycott American ships, the 
C.R.O.M., Fascist outfit to which 
the Stevedores Union is affiliat- 
is sabotaging the: American 
strike. 

The C.R.O.M. (Regigrial Con- 
federation of Labor), is: led by 
Luis Morones, Fascist terrorist 
expelled from Mexico along with 
ex-President Calles, also a Fas- 
cist. 

The C.R.O.M. works | closely 
with Joseph P. Ryan, LL.A. -in- 
‘ternational president, Ryan wir- 
ed the C.R.O.M. to work Amer- 
ican ships. 

The Mexican Chauffeurs Un- 
ion, affiliated with. the ,militant 
Confederation | of Workers, will 
ea to haul passengers - of 

ri¢an * ships which 
here. 


[Roosevelt to cut 
Relief By 20 p.c. 


WASHINGTON. — The Roos 
velt administration is planning a 
slash of at least 20% next year 
in Federal relief expenditares. 

The public works program will 
be -shifted from an emergency 
basis to some other bagis which 
will result in a big cut. 

WPA construction will be cut 

sharply under the plan’ WPA 
grants and loans for non-Federal 
building will be reduced, it: (is 
reported. 
_ One thing that wit not be cut 
is. the. Civiliaw Conservation 
Camps, beeause ‘they offer excel- 
lént: basis for’ military training 
for war. 


Wa house Bosses | 
ill Arrogant 


- SAN FRANCISCO. | — Ware- 
housé employers’ representatives 
remained arrogant in their at- 
titude to the strikers’ reasonable 
demands, and refused to attend 
a meeting scheduled with Ed- 
ward Vandeleur, president of the 
San Francisco Central Labor 
Council, on Wednesday. 

The employers said they had 
made the “best offer” they 
could. The Warehousemen’s Un- 
ion stood pat on its demands 
for 85 cents an hour, as against © 
the employers’ offer of 70 cents 
for regular employee and 6214 
cone for casual men. 


lJongshoremen; and’ 


ih 


‘O STRKE AD eben 


 Boedsiiep Cc -ROM I s One 


ENSENADA, Mexice-AThe is- 


teuch: 


“Whereas, these demands are} f 


& 


TUE S; 


Bridges Sr Speaks In| 
Tacoma; To 8000), 
In Seattle 


BULLETIN 


An agreement has been signed | 


between 
and the Western Trminals, grant: 


ing 90 cnts an hour straight timé | 
$1,35 overtime and the 6-hour | 


| weekly, on 


the Bargemen’s Union |’ 


"The Western Worker opaaare twice 
Tuesdays and Fridays 


‘SABOTAGE BY BY 
RYAN BLASTED 
IN ILA LETTER 


U 


day. Radio operators and steam: | 


schooner owners conferred Thurs: | 
day. 


‘ 


TACOMA, Wash. _--Fallowida | 


a huge Seattle maritime strike 
mass meeting, Harry Bridges 
spoke to Tacoma longshoremen | 


‘and told them that- four lines-~j, 
American-Hawaiian, Dollar, Mat- 


son and Swayne and Hoyt are 
standing in the way of a speedy 
and peaceful strike settlement. 
He told the longshoremen) 
that the wages and conditions |, 
.granted by the government on/| 
l vessels chartered to bring food | 
and supplies to Alaska showed | 


the government considered the} 
maritime unions’ demands jus- 


tified. it 

He further stated: 

“This strike would be settled 
but for the attitude of the Am- 
erican-Hawaiian, Matson, Dollar 
and Swayne & Hoyt _lines,”’ 
Bridges said. ! 

Heavy Subsidized 
“It just happens that these are 


the lines that draw the heaviest, 


bsidi fr the Government, | 48% 
shar ayer |ship of the LL.A., Pacific Coast 


and they are putting pressure 
on the other companies to pre- 
vent a settlement. 

“What we want to do is to 
get the Federal Government to 
withhold these fat subsidies un- 
til they treat their employe 
right.” 

“The question of control of! 
hiring halls is a key issue and 
one which we cannot arbitrate,” 
he said. “We were granted con-~ 
‘trol as the result of the 1934 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 5) 


BIG SAN PEDRO | 
STRIKE MEET 


SAN PEDRO.—In the: face of 
the confusion presented by the 
Greater Harbor Association and 
contemplated by the shipping 
interests, striking maritime work; 
ers took part in a huge -masg 
meeting and demonstration at 
the Wilmington “Bowl held on 
December 3 for the purpose of 
informing the public ‘of the trug 
State of affairs. 

Exactly 73 ships were tied 
up in the San Pedro harbor to- 
day and;this number was ex+ 
pected to be increased to 75 when 
two foreign ships arrive from 
Vancouver, when _ observers pre 
dicted that longshoremen would 
refuse to unload them because 
their cargo had been put aboard 
by scabs. These ships are the 
Pacific Presiderit, a liner, and 
the Cape Horn, a freighter. 


S.F. Labor Council In Ringing Statement of Support. to. Marine Strike 


“We Recognize Great Pacitic Coast Maritime Unions Are Labor’ s Fi irst Line of Defense? 
tintiance of the six-hour day for’ 


th 


a 


| 


‘His ences Is 
Nauseating, Says 
~ District’ Board 


(Full Text of Letter Will Ap- 
pear in Next Issue) 


SAN FRANCISCO — Blasting 
Joseph P, Ryan, international I. 
L.A. President, for his sabotage | 
‘both of the East and West Coast 
maritime strikes, Harry Bridges 
land the Pacific Coast District: I. 
L.A. Executive Board minced no 
/words in an open lettér to Ry- 


fan, 


if 


record as recognizing the preset swer toa ai ie the 1939 gath- 


The letters: salient points « fol- 
low: 

-“Prior to the! strike, at_a con- 
ference held in’ New York be- 
tween representatives of the I. 
L.A. from the Atlantic, Gulf, Pa- 
cific and Great Lakes Districts, 
support’ of the West Coast I.L.A. 
in the event they were forced to 
strike was pledged. 

“It is, therefore, regrettable 
and nauseating to the member- 


District, and to thése labor un- 


|ions that are part of the organ- 
| ganized labor movement of. the 


West Ceast, to now see IL.A. 
men, under your orders, in some 
Eastern and Gulf Ports working 
ships that have been struck by 
the I.L.A. and maritime unions 
on .Pacific and. Atlantic Coasts. 
This is strikebreaking! | 

“You ‘use as an excuse for 
your role of shipowners’ agent 
and strikebreaker, that some 
seven or eight  inter-coastal 
_|steamship lines with head of- 
fices in New York agreed to 
|grant the demands of the I.L.A., 
Pacific Coast District. You be- 
lieve this is sufficient excuse to 
employ gangsters and thugs,’ to 


_|attack the picket lines of sea- 


men who are on strike against 
miserable conditions and wages; 
striking seamen whose present 
wages for a full month is less. 
than sums you many times spend 
for expenses in one day. Your 
salary of $1250.00 per month is 
more than a seaman earns in 
an entire year. z 

“We demand’ that you order 
members of our International 
organization on the Atlantic and 
Gulf Coasts not to. work the 
ships of ary company, that the 
Pacific Coast District. has offi- 
cially declared a strike against.” 


RR Union Boycotts 
SF While Mooney 


Stays in Prison 


KANSAS CITY.—No e¢onven- 
tion: of the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Carmen will be held in 
San Francisco while Tom Mooney 
is held in prison, Presidént Felix 
Knight told Mayor Rossi, in an- 


ering. 


MASS MEETS IN - 
LE, PEDRO, S.F. 


‘Biggest | Cai ampaign 
Of Publicity In 
Labor. History 


By TOM PATERSON 

As the maritime strike of: 
1936 entered its sixth week, on. 
December 3rd, the strikers up 
and down the Pacific Coast 
were “taking their case to the 
public” on a scale hitherto. un-> 
known? in U. S. labor history. 

Radio broadcasts, distribution 
of literature, parades, public 
mass meetings _and addresses be- 
fore labor and other opganiza- 
ptions .were proceeding or sched- 
uled on an unprecedented i scale. 

The strike committees were | 
making it clear that.their pub- 
jlicity campaign is an effort .to 
‘settle the strike without calling 
lout all their reserves and furth- 
ler tying up commerce and_ in- 
dustry. “They were © directing 
their major fire against the three 
West Coast steamship lines who 
are the chief obstacles. to. a. 
rpeaceful settlement through the: / 
granting of the reasonable de- 
mands. ofi-the strikers. These 
‘cotfipanies®are those most™-heavi+ 
ly subsidized by the government 
for the specific purpose of .en- 
abling them to. provide decent | 
conditions for their employees: | 
The Matson Navigation Com- 


pany, Dollar’ Steamship Com- | 
pany and American-Hawaiian 
Lines. 


- In San Francisco. on Saturday, 
Dec. 5th, the 20,000 strikers in - 
the Bay Area, half of the total 
number envolved directly in the 
maritime strike on the. coast, 
are scheduled to parade up Mar- 
ket Street carrying the banners 
of the union and the slogans of 
the strike. Starting from the 
Ferry Building at 11 a.\m., they 
are scheduled to march to ‘the 
Civic Center for a demonstra- 
tion in Marshall Square. Skits, 
posters,. floats and banners. were 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


MAY STRIKE 
SANTA FE RR. 


LOS ANGELES. — The “Big. - 
Four”. railroad brotherhoods, -in 
a dispute with the Santa Fe 
Railroad, indicated that action 
might be taken to tie-up the 
Santa Fe’s western routes. 

Representatives of 40 locals, 
with a membership of 3000, 
sought authority on Thursday to 
call a strike if. wage demands 
are not met. 

Unions contend Santa. Fe pay 
rates for engineers and firemen 
operating Diesel engines, and 
for engineers, firemen and con- 
ductors operating freight trains 
that ‘pick up and: set cars, are. — 
| below those of competing lines. 

i. Routes. affected by-the dispute 


are from Los .Angeles to San 
Francisco, San a ais qnd Albu-_ 
= fee 


‘TUNE IN FOR 
TRUE FACTS 


Three shipowners, namely the 


ON STRIKE, 


»| Dr. Tawhsend: Aled 
Are. Indicted ~ | 


_ WASHINGTON. 


universally recognized) as being 
fair, just and in keeping with 
the pregent day aie and 
policy of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and its 
Oar and 

First Line of De 


Government . subsidized \Ameri- 
P. Ryan, denouncing /him for his} can- Hawaiian, Matson and. Dol- 
treachery to the East and West|lar steamship companies; and ' 
Coast strikes, the’ San Francisco| ‘Whereas, the marine unions 
Central Labor (‘ouncil announced | have resorted to «strike action 
its full support of the Pacific}only in defense of the funda- 
oast maritirhe strike. mental principles: of trade union- 
The ringing declaration of ionism | as ‘exemplified in their 
Support came in the ‘form of a} sASi 
resolution adopted, which stated: tinuance of ‘the _ pre- 
-s“Whereas, the ‘strike -of 40,000 ferential employment method; | 
tnaritime workers on the Pacific! “2—Payment of overtime 
Coast is already in its ‘second seafari 


t. ..,.. would.come intooper-| stinging open letter to Joseph 


|} ation the day. we declared war. 
neet-| | It would suspénd. child-labor 
ha tek protection = of women -if 

fal| | industry, collective - bargaining 
$,. a all other safeguards 


Tune in. on* the. ‘following 
radio programs in the interest) _ : 
of the maritime strikers: 2 ee _ 
Los Angeles bere Reo eee 


and, be it further 

“Resolved, ‘That this Counel 
issue this deelgration of dur req 
ognition, endorsement and u ‘3 
| qualified support 
time strikers in 
struggle against the ‘sh 
interests; and, be it further | 

“Resolved, ‘That copies of thi 
resolution — be: forwardéd to th 


ON. — On charges 
_the..U.S. House 
3, for refusing 
a House investi- | | 
tee last spring,| 
E, Townsend. and 

indit oe 


= gee 


"government board under 
gh airmanship of ‘an indus- 


the seett maritime. organizations 
a é. aes Geet Bipot a 


| Dr. Ris 
two _othe d 


"whether » actual or 
trom, interfering with 


The risk of| month; an ‘aii coe | e€ resol 4 was Pact 
4 “Where we eve ithe 9 a ane re : 1 : | NOS. 4, 
i cdward D. Vandeleur, presid <Kileter were table’ now 


is thé ponsibility for ‘continuance of| 


this strike rests with the Big la ed Sone O'Connell, secreta 
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- FRAME EIGHT MODESTO SEAMEN 
TURNS OUT TO BE A CRIMINAL 


Young, -Who Operated Délwctive Agency, 
Arrested on Robbery Charge and 
Jailed In Oakland For It 


| SAN FRANCISCO 


1N WHO HELPED STANDARD Ol 


(MNS YacEieht inate ponign: sues 


me m: So em 
fae 


WESTERN WORKER 


A Plan That Solves Nothing 


BY 
1 | 


Pressure, Says 
Cochran 


SAN FRANCISCO—The _ re- 


S.F. Triumphs 


SAN FRANCISCO—“The Am-. 
erican Newspaper Guild has won 
its greatest victory. In San 
Francisco, Seattle and New York, 
Hearst newspapers have recog-: 
nized the Guild and agreements 
have been reached securing large’ 
gains for editorial workers.” | 

Howard R. Hill, president of) 
the Northern California 


QVER 1000 NEV 
BG DRIVE DESPITE THE POLc 


MONDAY; DECEMBER 7, 1936. 


3 


NEW ME 


Intim:dation Failsto Dampen Spirit of Union 
In Gigantic Organization Campaign 
. For Entire L. A. Area 


LOS ANGELES—With approximately 1000 new mem. 


’ 


gm oa : . | H jlease of Lawrence Simpson, “y } : é ‘ 
/ serving prison sentences oh framed charges. by the Standard Fj American seaman imprisoned by ee Speed se a eed bers already recruited, the Teamsters’ Union here is forging 
Oil Company were heartened this week by news of the arrest |the German Government, Was| overywhere were celebrating “ ahead rapidly in its drive to organize all non-union truck 


of one of those who aided in illegally convicting ‘them. 


Fred Young, who operated the Independent Detective | § 
a ——* Agency in Modesto, where the| 


PARADES, MASS 
MEETINGS FOR 
MARINE. STRIKE 


Biggest Campaign 
of Publicity in | 


men were tried ‘and convicted, 
was arrested on a robbery: charge 
and jailed in Oakland. 

The same type of men ar- 


prison. Standard Oil operatives 
took them into custody on the 
highway near Patterson in the 
spring of 1935 and accused them 
of carrying dynamite in their 
automobiles. i 
Dynafnite was found, planted 
there by two company spies, 
who. had accompanied the mari- 
‘| time mén to investigate the re- 
|‘ported housing ,of scabs at Pat- 
terson by the oi company. 
Almost daily the framed men 


rested these eight men now in] 


« 


SECRETARY OF Agriculture Wallace and Dr. W. W. Alexander 
(right) who is expected to succeed Under-Secretary Tugwell, in- 
spect the Dyess subsistence farm colony in Arkansas. To the 
subsistence colony have been sent unemployed workers in ‘a plan 


; which makes the unemployed eke out a bare living from the soit, 


but does nothing to really solve the problem of unemployment. 


* 


. Labor History 


(Continued From Page One) 


prepared to focus public atten- 
tion on the issues of the strike 
and on those responsible for its 
continuation. — ~ 

In adidtion to the over 25,000 
expected to march in»San Fran- 
cisco Saturday, Oakland will see 


send out! heartening messages 
from’ their prison cell to the 
maritime strikers. 

They were sentenced to a 
term of six months to five years. 
Already they have served 20 
months with: no prospect for 
their immediate release. 

A widespread boycott against 


MILK MAY BE 
DENIED KIDS 


LOS ANGELES.—While enor- 
mous funds are appropriated for, 
scores of extravagant and even 


Boys’ Crimes End 


No Poverty Inquiry 


attributed today to thousands of 
letters and telegrams« of pro- 


test pouring in on Washington, 
\lin a statement by Gifford Coch- 


ran, secretary of the| National 
Committee for the Defense of 
Political Prisoners in N.Y.C. 
“Simpson’s release,” said Coch- 
ran ‘<oday, .“is a triumphant 
demonstration of the power of 
an aroused public opinion, not an 
indication of tolerance on the 
part:of a government famous for 
unparalleled inhumanity. 
“Simpson will go free De- 
cember 20 as a result of the 


| tireless efforts of thousands of 


Americans and organizations 
whe would not allow the im- 
prisonment of an American for 
his ideas. More than the free- 
dom of an individual was in- 
volved. It was a victory of de- 


mocracy over Fascism and -reac- 


tion.” 


* * 
Stop Probe of . Graft Cochran, scion of a wealthy 
* * & 


American family, led the fight 
in America for Simpson’s re- 
lease, after visiting the sailor in 
his German prison cell. Coch- 
ran and his associates had a 


latest triumphs in the drive td 
bring the benefits of organized 
labor to editorial staffs. : 
Settlement of the 
Post-Intelligencer ‘strike gavé 
the public the: first intimation 
that William Randolph Hearst 
had capitulated after nearly 
three years of opposition to th¢ 


editorial union. | 
Triumphs In S. F. | 
The first break, however, 0o¢+ 


i 
Seattle 


-|curred in San Francisco several 


days earlier, Hill said, when the 
Examiner offered the same fa- 
vorable hours and wages’ as 
contained in the San Francisco 
Chronicle agreement. - 

“Then came the crucial issue 
of recognition of the Newspa- 


per Guild as the bargaining 


| drivers in Los Angéles County. 


BLAST COPS 


In spite of police incitement to violence and intimidation, 
—* not oné member of the Team- 
sters’ Union has given the slight- 
est excuse to be placed under 
arrest. 

Police. Intimidation 

How far the police have gone 
in intimidation ‘tactics was shown 
when policemen. Pinnell and 
Anderson of ithe Long Beach 
force issuer. a iechnical citation 
to one picket driver for failure 
to notify the state bureau of a 
change of address. 

While police, sheriff's. deputies 
and state highway patrolmen, 
loaded with arms and tear gas 
bombs, gloweringly scoured the 
highways looking for trouble, 


FRAME-UP ON 
FREE SPEECH 


Cop Said L.A. Mayor 
Gave “Shoot To 
Kill” Orders 


agency,” Hill revealed. | 

The Northern California Guild 
insisted that the proposed bulle- 
tin board statement set forth 
that it was the result of negotia- 
tions with the Guild, represent- 
ing a majority of the editorial 
employes. Such recognition was 
included. in the preamble to the 


LOS ANGELES—Defense wit- 
nesses delivered smashing blows 
here last Tuesday against the 
police frame-up of four workers 
arrested at a Communist Party 
election rally when testimony 
showed the police, sargeant in 


forty-seven cars, manned by 100 
pickéts, were peacefully patrol- 
ing the same highways looking 
for new members for their un- 
ion. 7 

Forbidden by police to halt 
‘trucks driven by non-union driv- 
ers, the pickets simply waited 
until the trucks stopped to un- 


: “tes ; . : : : : , % . the | Charge sdid he had orders -from taxa hea th 
..a big public mass meeting at| Standard Oil Company and its, ¥@steful purposes by the Board stormy meeting with Secretary |S4m Francisco News and Mayor Shaw to “shoot to-kill if | 1024 2d then approac e 
Oakland's Civic Auditorium] products is being carried on by of Supervisors, possibilities were SAN FRANCISCO. =< Three of State Cordell Hull over the| Chromicle accords. Ae eone.ot © m + . rh » | drivers with application cards, 

extremely grave here last week| boys were the object of a state-} aon imprisonment of an| “When the Hearst manage-|/ see eS - | which, in most cases, were will- 


Sunday, preceded by a parade 
in which 10,000 are expected’ to 
take part. he 
In the S. F. square at conclu- 
sion of the parade, speakers rep- 
resenting the licensed seamen, 
unlicerised seamen and the long- 
_shoremen were to speak. 
Into the Neighborhoods 
Carrying’ the unions’ message 
‘further into the neighborhoods, 
additional parades are sched- 
uled the following Tuésday, De- 
cember 8th, to converge at Civ- 
ic Auditorium in the Civic Cen- 
ter just prior to a huge mass 
' .meeting scheduled there Tues- 
*day, Dec. 8th, at 8 p. m. These 
parades were to start from ‘the 
, Mission and Fillmore districts. 
‘The arrogance of the ship- 
owners was further seen when 
“Frhomas G. Plant announced the 
interests he representéd will tie 
up the ships for two years if 
necessary before granting. the 
unions’ demands. 
_ Their purpose is to give the 
merchants and business men a 
vivid, graphic understanding of 
the fact that 20,000 maritime 
workers, now on strike, live and 
buy in such areas as these. 
Every” effort will be made_ to 


the unions. They appeal to every 
liberal and labor-minded person 
to aid them in this drive against 
the corporation. 

As part of the sustained ef- 
fort the prosecutor of union 
men, maritime strikers this week 
picketed the Standard Oil build- 
ing here, 

Contributions for aid of the 
defense can be sent to F. M. 
Kelley, secretary-treasurer of 
the Maritime Federation of the 
Pacific Coast, 24 California 
street, San Francisco. 


News. 

_Over radio and through leaf- 
lets, the strikers’ showed that: no 
proposition is “impartial” which 
takes the hiring halls away from 
union control and which proposes 
tne administration of ‘“‘penalties” 
which are net based on a com- 
mon standard applicable alike to 


lemployers. and employees. 


Delegation to “News” 

Tuesday, after exposing the 
lack of “impartiality” to the 
public at large, the San Francis- 
co strike publicity committee 
sent a delegation to the News to 
explain the strikers’ position and 
‘to protest against the anti-labor 


that milk and lunches for needy 
children will be discontinued un- 
less funds are immediately forth- 
coming. : 

The executive board of the 
Los Angeles Parent Teachers As- 
sociation passed a resolution that, 
“if the supervisors feel they 
are unabie to reimburse the as- 
sociation for expense in this con- 
nection,’ the milk and lunches 
would be cut off. 

“The Parents’ and Teachers’ 
board regretted having to take 
this action, but if these children 
are not fed they will suffer from 
malnutrition and become tuber- 
cular. Many already are either 
predisposed or tubercular con- 
tacts,” declares a letter to the 
supervisors. 


pointed out the continued growth 
of strike action on the East 
Coast, deciaring that he was 
confident that an I.L.A. dele- 
gation from the West Coast, ap- 
pealing directly to the long- 
shoremen of the East and Gulf 
Coasts could bring them out in 
sympathy over the head of Jo- 
seph Ryan. 

Rather than use this pressure, 
Bridges said, the strikers are 


wide ananhunt. Two were eigh- 
teen years old. One was 22. Two 
were tracked down in a Merced’ 
beer hall. 


One was shot twice: by officers 
before he shot himself in the 
head. i 
‘ The other was beaten over the 
head until he fainted. 

The third, scared, went back 
to his mother who arranged for 
his surrender though an attor- 
ney. 

The boys were petty bandits. 
They were friendless, without 
connections. They grew desper- 
ate, fearsome, terroristic. In. a 
petty holdup, they shot a man 
who evidently frightened them 
by refusing to hold up his hands 
quickly enough. 

As criminals they were amat- 
eurs, bunglers. ae 

Qn the front page they were 
desperadoes. Reporters went to 
their homes. What do their mo- 
thers say? The public myst know. 

Without exception the homes 
were poverty stricken. The boys 
had learned of “easy’’ ways to 
get money. Their mothers had 
worked and worried themselves 
sick, trying to keep out of 
trouble. The confused, troubled 


American citizen. Later Coch- 
ran toured the country on the 
sailor’s behalf, gave a series of 
talks in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. . 


‘Bridges Speaks in 
Many Coast Cities 


(Continued From Page One) 


arbitration and believed the mat- 
ter settled. However, we have 
offered: the employers a con- 
cession. We have agreed to have 
the halls operated by the union 
but with a board to rule on 
complaints from either side. 
*“"Phis board is to be made up 
of an equal number from the un- 
ions and the employers with the 
U. S. Department of Labor ap- 
pointing the chairman. This 
concession has been rejected. 
“Then there is the question of 
cash overtime. We cannot arbi- 
trate whether or not a person 
is going to be paid, but we could 
arbitrate the amount of pay.” 
Addressing 8000 people in the 


Arrested at a meeting in a 
free speech zone at Brooklyn 
Avenue and Breed Street “last 
September, the defendants— 
James Carter, Edward McDow- 
ell, Jim Dell and Malon Free- 
ed to accept the 40-hour week’ man—were charged with “in- 
and minimum wages ranging citing to riot, refusal to dis- 
from $110 a month for editorial |perse, resisting an officer, and 
beginners to $250 a month for disturbance of the peace.” 
reporters, editors, artists and 3 Charges Exploded 
photographers with five years’| Militant protest, however, 
metropolitan experience. A con-| forced Judge Curtis to dismiss 


ference is being arranged to di§-|the first three charges in the 
cuss other working conditions, | tirst trial. 


including paid vacations, dismis- 
sal pay and sick leave pay. 

“Word has been received that 
a complete agreement has been 
reached - by the Guild with 
Hearst’s New: York Journal, in- 
cluding the 40-hour week, $60 a 
week. mininfum for experienced 
editorial workers, paid vacations, 
dismissal pay based on length of 
service, etc. 

“We are rushing negotiations 
with the San Francisco Call- 


ment finally agreed to the same 

language "as in the News agree- 

ment, the way was cleared for 
complete understandings. 
Cracking Hearst 

“The Examiner staff has vot-| 


Because of lack of evidence, 
presiding Judge Leo 
granted last Tuesday 
tion of International Labor De- 
ferse Attorney Grover Jehnson 
to dismiss the separate charges 
of “inciting to riot, refusal to 
disperse and disturbance of the 
peace” lodged against Freeman 
alone. 

Based ._mainly on ébvious lies 
by cops, City Attorney Leigh- 
Bulletin and: the Oakland Posk-|t0ms: evidence proved very flim- 
Enquirer, Hearst newspapers, | SY and quickly collapsed before 
‘and expect favorable outcomes |4he attack of Defense Attorney 
have: Johnson. 

“Let me add that the Guild | Discrimination By Authorities 
was recognized in the settlement Emil Freed, C.-P. candidate in 


Aggeler 
the mo- 


ingly accepted. - 

Qne store manager, whose 
business is located at Ninth and 
Pacific streets, in San Pedro, 
and who conferred with pickets 
while a non-union trucker un- 
loaded a truck of foodstuffs, , de- 
clared that no further deliveries 
would be accepted from the firm 
until the drivers joined the un- 
ion. ; 

Even non-union drivers said 
they had been treated “‘courte- 
ously” by pickets when asked to 
join the union. 

Fighting Back 

While police tightened the 
screws of over-lapping traffic 
ordinances against the pickets’ 
cruising cars in an effort to im- 
pede union organization, spokes- 
men: for the Teamsters’ Union 
declared they were going to 
stand on their - constitutional 
rights in respect to organizing 
the unorganized. 

Harold Waterbury, business 
agent of the San Pedro local of 
the Teamsters’ Union, announced 
that union attorneys have not 
abandoned their plans to seek 
a court order restraining police 
from interfering with the Team- 


‘bring home the fact that there) implications in one of the News’ striving for an early settlement) giother of the one who com- ol ,; : ) sters’ blockade and picket plan. 
is no “disinterested” public, but | cartoons. ; through mobilizing public sen-| mitted suicide was quoted, as mass meeting, Bridges of the Seattle See ee the elections, proved discrimina- “Our attorneys advised us that 
that public interest lies on the On Wednesday the News had timent * to understand that the | «phamk God; now he can’t hurt 1 wees Aj strike, despite statements BY | tion _against Communist street |the time is not yet ripe for ask- 

main obstacle to peace is now ubsiaize shipowners cCan|the Hearst management which | meetings, and denied charges of'ing the injunction and further 


side of g.anting the Commands vi- 


tal to the continuance of the un- 


modified its proposal, cutting out 


any reference to. hiring and 


the resistence put up by the 


i 


anybody. else.” 
A few days ago Edwin N. 


run their ships empty—without 
a single passenger—and not lose 


sought to obscure this fact. Leighton that Communists _ig- 


advised us to await a more fav- 


joms, © “os merely calling for all disputes | tee notoriously reactionary} Atherton, chief graft investiga-|. 7 ie) _ “The only difference was that|nore city ordinances that regu-|orable opportunity,” he said. 
Mayor John'F. Dore of Seat-/to be submitted to a “port com- lines. _|tor into the activities which have Ranyitel Vigor Tinaleie tok In Seattle the preamble read dale street meetings. ; Waterbury pointed out that 
tle is to be one of the speakers mittee” consisting of equal rep- That the strikers mean busi- caused astounding bank accounts the aera Weion toid BP that the statement of policy wie a In fact,” he pointed out,|the Teamsters are not on strike, 
at the mass meeting in Civic|resentation from employers and|"°*S }S indicated by the devel-'in the names of many of the eae | made after negotiations with the Party members are always se-|but are merely sending out men 
opments of the .last few days. crowd: “We are going to stay|Guild representing a ‘minority’ | lected to aid the police in keep- 


Auditorium, along with leaders 


employees with a third party to 


Negotiations of the unions were 


local police force, announced that 


on strike until we get what 


of the editorial employes instead | ing order.” 


to strengthen the union through 


of the unions on strike. Confi-|pbe called in in the event of dis- ta! this investigation will be dropped] -. een i enrollment of new members. 
dent. that -the public will ac-|]agreement. Such nar Sek ,].{continuing with the steam| because of refusal of leading citi- gil seed arta Rate eee i ae majority. The Seattle Guiid] Harold J. Ashe testified that 
knowledge: the fairness of their|ready existed under the 1934|SChooner operators and every|zens to co-operate. pa ares Peg (her re meg had no desire to quibble. If|when he asked Sargeant Baggott, 


~position when contrasted with 
that? of the shipowners, the strik- 


award. 
Unwilling to come out for the 


$s ~~. 


effort was being made to secure 
a settlement. 
the campaign.to end Ryan’s sab- 


1. No investigation has been 


At the same time} started into the cause of poverty 


in San Francisco homes, but law 


we 
shoulder and beat the shipown- 
ers once and for all time.” 


The Post-Intelligencer wanted to|who was in charge of police at 
Bive a ‘minority’ the credit for|the street meeting, why there 
the victory, it was okeh.” could be no meeting, Baggott 


Pedro Fishermen 


ers have invited the Waterfront | strikers’ demands, the News has Bridge ddressed | 2500 an 8 
iuaia’ “Arcoclation “6. Sena lnc ~4;_fotage of the strike on the East! enforcement agencies stand ready lages aacressed | peo- replied. A 4 
Employers i wae lesaed ve nevertheless sensed public gee Coast %was launched by an open|to capture the next juvenile ban-|Ple in Portland while another Quoted. Mayor Shaw re ow nil e 


a spokesman. 
similar’ invitation to the Ship- 
‘ping Merchants’ Association 


ment enough ‘to eliminate 
proposals -which favored the em- 
ployers. 


letter ‘from the Pacific Coast 
executive board of the I.L.A. to 
International President Ryan, re- 


dits who grow desperate out of 
this frustration. ~~ 


2000 listened to loud speakers in 
the basement. -Bridges spoke of 
the need for labor to take part 


“We have orders from Mayor 
Shaw—we have orders to shoot 
to kill if you sons of b........ s try 


Margett Quits As 


ee a ‘ | | 

laaig noes oer igs ie NOt iets Spoken. Tt 48 tering to his strikebréaking’ ac- e gy [im political action. Pension Director Ito talk.” Hi Bit Gi 
av , : } mpartial. ee Pe In Aberdeen Bridges spoke 5 : A . n isnermen operating 
ame of “public -intérest” that] - Not ariti ; se tivities as “regrettable and nau- C p iy tt e ‘ bh , y : - Other defense witnesses in-| out : 
fe ieee | Should mam ons alone; | seating.” The letter is quoted at 0 rd ro C j to 2000 people on |the strike. cluded Emma Cutler, Delbert persed Pores Soars ey emilee 


the. strike be settled. 
‘they accept, the Strikers would 
welcome the opportunity to give 


but virtually the entire’ labor 
movement is assisting with the 
publicity campaign. Postcards 


greater length elsewhere in this 
issue of the Western Worker... | 
In short, while the strikers 


May Be Abandoned 


He, Harry pues and Wil- 
liam Fischer, president of the 
Pacific Coast Maritime Federa- 


LOS ANGELES. — Edward J. 


by Halfhill, . Rose . Chernin, 


the | Healey, and Davida Corey. 


Townsend Old Age Pension plan,| All defenders of free speech 


Margett, state director 


Don 


definite steps were taken tobuild 
one strong unien for all fisher- 


~‘the public a comparison of view-}are being mailed from every-|. ‘ tion, spoke before a bi _lanno ; men- in the port. “ 
points. They were not expect-|where to the government, de- ane making every effort for an \ tienes on ed ence | big Port he A aaa sbeee ! oe eee and free assemblage are urged Fishing boats, idle for 1wo 4 
‘ed, however, to be equally en-|manding the stopping of all sub- immediate settlement, ‘they - are SAN FRANCISCO.—The half- nation to Dr.’ Townsend several bs ag _ oe ee” DORAN: are exponia 40 Sore 
thusiastic for an impartial pre-|sidies from shipping companies | P'CPal ng the ground for the| hearted, surface - skimming graft Beate Uitk.. days ago, but that it had not ion 4@ Municipal Courts Build-|sea again this week following 
sentation. Neither was likely | until. the strikers’ demands are |P°SSi#le necessity of a larger| investigation into the local po- State S Witness yet been accepted. | [198 Hoom 5061. an agreement between. the Deep, 
to send a spokesman. granted. ‘fight which could easily go down | lice department, conducted for) ™ ; fr “I don’t care to say at this Sea and Purse Seine Fishermen's 
Seattle Meeting iA: seonfererice of representa- | history as the National Mari-| more than eight months with the| g « ae time just what prompted my @e- = Union and the Italian Fisher- 
In Seattle last-Monday night attives from unions and liberal|time Strike of 1936, a strike|net and very minor result of Lied on Co ner cision to resign. I. may. say a bit Youth Committee men’s Association. 
similar mass fneeting) wag held|and fraternal ofganidations in|™!th.¥nprecedented internation-/ three indictments," may be} more later,” said Margett. | | George Ivanovitch, _ business 
with a list of speakers inclusing|San Francisco, for example, is al solidarity. ; abandoned unless there were a) — ~ | oa ‘Dr, Townsend arrived in town manager of the former group, 
~ Mayor Dore, Hatry Bri dges, Pa-|not only faking gua elf ie It is easily within the power |sufficiently strong public de-| (Continued From Page One) only the day before and regis- To Br oadcast announced November 30 that 
cific Coast District President of] largé part of the distribution and of the shipping companies to see | mand,” it was pevenied “in ptate Warren at the Grand Jury hear-| tered at the same ‘‘swanky” te Psee eaten fishermen, refusing 
the LL.A. and Harry Lunde-|mailing of literature, but mobi- | that this does not happen, and ments of Edwin N. Atherton,! ino’: was messrsow steward | hotel where Margett lives—the i longer to be dominated by a few 
ie yd eres it -éhe- Seiki? |lizing. painters erie carpen- public sentiment is increasingly special investigator, last week. ahoard the: Point Lobos and had | Biltmore. ; +t wi as labor fakers in their organiza- 
Union of the Pacific| A similar |ters and others to help ‘prepare turning toward the demarid*that| Atherton had charged lack Of|jon the ship only two days be-| Margett’s resignation came SAN FRANCISCO.—The Pro-| #0", had agreed to join the Deep 
meeting was, held in Aberdeen, | for. the parades and mass meet- they do so—by granting the| cooperation from public officials dose ine. mies Chai dera had|@S a surprise, since only a week | motional Committe for a North- Sea Fishermen’s Union and that 
Sr Paral tbreiwede a: BFOs"| ing: simple, elementary demands that| and ‘“‘public apathy.” _|testified that Earl | King was|a@g0 he was putting up a stiff/@™ California Assembly of | PP lication” blanks, sent to the 
nett ihe nal Mewal the past. Pivaeinl. catitance ip comiag the hiring halls be continued,}| The San Francisco Chamber) . io. gin “suppressing the story | fight to have his assistant, Paul Youth has secured a series of Italian group, would be returned 
: P For distribution at the Seattle|in Javish - proportions, At the |‘*Pat the cooks and stewards get of Commerce then urged the in-|\+ 4:6 wurder” .. ~_'| Lichtenfels, replace Howard Raly|26 consecutive nightly radio | December 1. er 
meeting ,the Northwest Strike | last méeting of the San Francis- the. eight-hour day, ahd, tat’ all ee ae ae car spbaiintd Andersen also complained pied Reed oF ee ely Aare Socket ort station ERE, Difticultier ss hia akig 
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Ts Ea Shugo vrata Ma bag fled code agra aa Ee ~__P*% | ups” in local politics, business|M- Ogden about a story in the | 2 | 16th, gvesp nish? tat €:30 dere [ets ended two: weeks ago with 
Crisis,’ published. by Local -|promising more if needed and}, .. .- ie; and industry, who are respon- San Francisco Call-Bulletin, a Berkeley Anti- ||. On) Monday, Dede a wie yi a’ victory for ‘the desde Ste 
19° of the LLA. In} all, 25000 others! definitely announcing that Whitewash Sacto sible primarily for widespréad Hearst publication. | : iM | the epnamitte ’ or mber 14th, cannery worker a > 
copies of this pamphlet -have al-| their contributions would be 1 : ® | local graft in the police depart-| The story distorted the facts| a. e 3/9:15 pir, eC Wie. broadest. at resumed ti 5 high cerns 
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ina Geek anges vet iets! 4 | y payoffs still continue in the city. erat ipa bet Teporte ja bad "| will also be given enterteaninent bok fan 
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— ita A pag ta __. | was handed members of the \Sac-| for @ public investigation jnto’ Defense Committee ift attacking | ralienged the constitutionality | is sponsored by Harry Btiapes w: nd of Subsidies 
arry Bridges, speaking last|/+smente police force, charged| the gtaft scandal that would/the case as a framerup, saying| of the Berkeley anti-picketing or-| Mrs. William Palmér Luca “Mrs. | EO Shipowners _ 
week before. the first ‘of. the) with brutality, when the county | Teach to the. roots of corruption that» membets of the Defense} qinance. ata «| Joseph Morcombe° ireghadns a ; Pepe eae |: _ 
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12 were necessary. District At- tion to labor. thr 
'torney Babcock said there was the Western 


t. He. “nothin he could do.” — drive. 
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igh supporting | were arrested. Judge Ogden 
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(Continued ) 


Before examining in more 


detail the proposals and de- 


mands leading up to the present waterfront situation, let us 
_ consider for a moment the waterfront conditions prior to 


1934 and the gains made by the maritime workers after the | 


1934 award. 


g 


Up to 1934, labor relations on the waterfront were not 
those of employer and employee, but of masters and _ slaves. 


. The men, were unorganized—except in a burlesque union, 


commonly known as the “Blue Book,” which was actually 
controlled by the employers. Some men worked far beyond 


their strength in order to support *—— 


themselves and their families; 


bring back the ‘‘good old days,” 


others were unable to get enough! by making things so intolerable 


work to support 
Longshoreme’, - were hired = on 
the docks, and the Embarcadero 
was known as the ‘slave mart.” 
Men: hung around the docks all 
day,.often in the rain, and then 
‘received two or three hours work 
in the late afternoon—if™ they 
received anything. The speed-up 
-system prevailed in order to 
‘avoid overtime payments. After 
a man had deposited a , load, 
he was suppesed to run back 
for the next load. Men dropped 
‘dead of heart-failure under the 
strain, and others worked them- 


' selves to the point of continuous 


exhaustion. = 

But.these were the “favored”’ 
few—men who were chosen first 
when jobs were given out and 
who were permitted to work 
from 24 to 36 hours without 
sleep. They were the men whom 
adversity had transformed into 
“yes-men,” the hat-in-hand, “me- 
‘too, boss” “type of worker who 


‘ currred. favor with the employ- 


ers hiring agents, bought them 
drinks or bribed them. with cash. 
In short, a small minority of 
men were privileged to work 
themselves to death while a ma 
jornty were reduced to the level 
of casual labor. 

~In.1933,. the average weekly 
wage of longshoremen at San 
Pedro—the only port in which 
such records. were kept—was 
$10.45, while many of the ship- 
owners were making large pro- 
fits. (The Matson Company, for 
example, netted $1,397,929 in 
1932, the worst year ~ of - the 


' depression.) 


ad 


The Strike Gains of 1934 
It is» not necessary to review 
here the events of the 1934 strike. 
It is the gains won in that strike, 


after they had formed their own. 


union and‘ fought their own bat- 
tles, that the maritime unions are 
determined to hold and consoli- 
date, and which the employers 
are determined to undermine. 
‘Before the 1934 strike and 
awards, arraverage of 2,500 long- 
ghoremen were employed in San 
Francisco, in the peak season. 
After the strike—with the -fairer 
distribution of. working hours— 
this number rose, so that now 
there are 4,500 regular longshore- 


‘men, é€mployed, beside the 1,000, 
tr ie |longshoremen were for only a 


extra “permit men” for: special 
duty. And their average wages 
are higher than those of the 
2,500 men previously employed. 

Ask the neighborhood mer- 
-chants, the furniture exchanges 
and the automobile dealers where 
the longshoremen spend the 
money they earn; and consider 
what this means as a contribu- 


* tion to the general welfare of 


- the community. 


The award changed the basic 


wage from 85c to 95¢ an hour. 


q pay 


very 
 —nullif 


But far more important. than this 
was the spreading of work due 
to the new*six-hour day and the 
equitable distribution of jobs. 
through’ the hiring hall. 

The award stated that Six 
hours should .constitute 4 day's 
work and that the first 
hours worked between 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. should be 


ports of the Coast, were put un- 
der joint control of the shipown- 
ers-and the I.L.A. But—and this 
is important—the I.L.A. named 
the dispatcher who selects the 
men for the jobs as calls come 
in. This meant the end of the 


_ vicious system of favoritism, the 


starving out of less amendable 

workers, ‘that had prevailed be- 

fore: ; eg ae, i 

The Employers and the 

the 1934 Award | 
The 1934 award was accepted 

in good faith by the ELA., and 


9 A 


~' it~ has “conscientiously lived up 


to it in principle, though it has 


resisted. the arbitrary and unfair 


 _ssihterpretation of the award by 
» gome of, the employers, | 


“The employers, reacted in a 
different manner, When 
they found that they could not 
. the agreement through 


they , began 


~h 


thmselves.}| for the workers that they woulc 


Six b 


designated j 0: 1 
straight time. The hiring halls,| ances; for’ example, the seamen 
one in each of the four main 


eat 


planning bitration.” 


‘would We have said that the employ- 


either strike again or give. the 
employers some. seeming excuse 
for a lockout. 

The shipowners never ceased 
accusing the longshoremen of 
vielations of contract. They made 
an issue of every instance where 
a longshoreman refused to handle 
“hot cargo” (i.e., cargo involving 
other men on_ strike). And in 
the meantime, they  blandly 
broke the agrement constantly— 
for example, in their refusal for 
six months to obey Judge Sloss’s 
award of a quarter million dol- 
lars in back pay‘ to workers. 
They tried to disrupt the solidar- 
ity of the unions, to incite to 
violence and otherwise to force 
an open break. They never 


dared to deny the charges made ; 


n January, 1936, by the~Mari- ; 
‘me Federation, in a demand 
‘or a Congressional investigation, 
‘y the effect that the shipown- 
ars had raised a huge fund by 
assessment of their members, for 
the formationsof a coastwise vig- 
ilante organization, to spread 
anti-union propaganda and dis- 
eredit the maritime organizations. 

The shipowners saw the ap- 
proach of September 30th, the | 
termination of the 1934 agree-| 
ment: with the realization that 
the time had come to’ play their 
last card. Stubbornly set on re- 
gaining the..arbitrary dictator- 
ship over waterfront conditions 
which was theirs prior to the 
strike, they -entered into “ne- 
gotiations” for renewal of the. 
eontract with the obvious inten 
‘ion of making it impossible for 
the men to accept their terms 
and_ deliberately presented de- 
mands which they knew jn ad- 
vance could not be agreed to. 

The shipowners came to the 
renewal conference armed, as we 
have said, with a set. of impos- 
sible demands, a-sort of dream 
of what they would like water- 
front conditions to be, the kind 
of bosses’ heaven they had in 
the old “Blue Book” days. 

But before we examine these 
1936 pre-strike demands of the 
employers in detail, it might be 
clarifying to see what the pro- 
posals were which the IL.A. it- 
self brought. to the conference. 

The original demands of. the 


slight modification of the 1934 


award. Even. the shipowners 
were forced to agree that they 
were reasonable. The Pacific 


Coast Shipper, dated Septem- 
ber: 14, 1936, gaid: “They (the 
longshoremen) fare making .fair- 
ly moderate demands.” 

The LL.A. asked for a_ raise 
from 95c to $1, an hour for 
straight time; from $1.40 to $1.50 
for overtime; a uniform sling 
load with maximum loads to be 
determined by a. joint confer- 
ence of. workers and employers 
(this is a safety measure); a 
writen agreement to preferen- 
tia] hiring, which was’ granted 
by implication under the 1934 
award; and simultaneous signing 
f agreements by all maritime 
unions. (Some of the other mari- 
time unions have burning griev- 


are demanding habitable living 
quarters, more sanitary condi- 
‘tions and overtime pay which 
‘they are not getting now under 
‘the “optional overtime” fraud 
*bracticed ‘by the shipowners; and 
the cooks and stewards are ask- 
ing for an eight-hour day instead 
of the ten and twelve-hour day 
which they now have.) 

When, in reply fo these reason- 
able demands, the — shipowners 
came back with -impossible con- 
ditions, the I.L.A. submitted 
counter-proposals, in» the main 
following the. conditions under 
which the longshoremen have 
been working ‘since the 1934 
award. They requested that these 
be submitted to a referendum 
vote’ of the members of the 
Waterfront Employers’ Associa- 
tion. But the employers refused 


f 


back with their parrot-cry of. “ar- 


4 > a i y 


’ 


to consider, this and simply came’ 


8 am. and 5 p.m. are designa- 
ted’ as straight’ time. All’ work -eré were ret 


f 


~ TEX. NOTES 


When Sinclair Lewis. wrote 
“It Can’t Happen Here,” evident- 
ly he either had a LOT of con- 
fidence in the rulers of this 
country or he_ estimated the 
strength of the working class 
strong enough to prevent Fas- 
cism. But in either case, Lewis’ 
book brings before’us the fact 
that Democracy and our Civil 
Liberties are threatened! And 
this threat is becoming sharper 
daily. Fascism threatens Amer- 
ica today! Here let us define 
Fascish. Fascism is the open 
dictatorship of monopolistic 
capital destroying every sem- 
blance of democracy, free: speech, 
freedom of the press, peaceful 
assembly, etc. ‘ 

At present there is an or- 
ganized force moving to destroy 
the things that our forefathers 
fought for in the Revolutionary 
War. ‘Today, especially in the. 
ranks of labor, we witness Fas- 
cism showing its poisonous 
fangs; destroying all symptoms 
of democracy. This is evident 
by the injunction handed down. 
by Judge G. O’Brien, at Beau- 


ers’ demands are impossible. | 
Let us examine them in detail. 
n doing this, however, we must 
keep this in mind: the employ- 
ers ‘did not, of course, put them- 
selves on record in an open and 
above-board manner, for the abo- 
lition of the hining halls, the 
six-hour day and for the com- 
plete abolition of other gains 
won in 1934. This would have 
been too crude and would have 
alienated public sympathy. They 
phrased their demands in terms 
which would be confusing to 
the public. 
The Hiring Hall 

The employers’ first proposal 
was for. a hiring hall with its 
personnel determined and ap- 
pointed by the Labor Relations 
Committee with so-called ‘“neu- 
tral” dispatchers. This was to 
be. the first step toward a boss- 
controlled hall and the entering 
wedge for the reintroduction of 
the old vicious system of hiring 
from the piers. This demand 
raised such a storm of protest 
that the employers. amended it. 
They granted that “the dispatch- 
er shall be selected by the I.L.A.” 
as under the 1934 award, but 
demanded: that the Department 
of Labor appoint a representa- 
tive as an observer in the hall. 
This would entail additional and 
unnécessary expense. The. U. S.- 
Department of Labor is free to 
make surveys of the hiring halls 
and inspect them at al]. times. 
Secretary of Labor Perkins and 
others have made such. tours of 
inspection in the past. This, de- 
mand, too, was, an_ entering 
wedge toward wresting from the 
longshoremen the partial» con- 
trol that they now have over 


the hiring halls. What the em-' 


ployers were really driving at 
was clearly revealed by. the 
promptness with which they an- 
nounced they were going to hire 
from the docks just before the 
fifteen - day truce blocked the 
termination of all agreements 


on , October. Ist. 


Six-Hour Day . 
“Under the 1934 award, the 
first six hours worked between 


WESTERN. 


aritime Strike Page 


MOBILE, Ala.— Reports that 
the city commission here has is- 
‘sued an order for the arrest of 
all strikers as vagrants hasn’t 
phazed the striking seamen and 
the longshoremen here, and pick- 
et lines are solid. 

Police promised 45 arrested 
strikers they would be freed if 
they .would take the first ship 
out. The answer was “Nix.” 

It isn’t easy for the shipowners 
to find scabs in Mobile. This, even 
though the courts are in the 
hands of the shipowners, 

Even a hard-boiled anti-picket 
law, in the hands of hard-boiled 
cops hasn't: daunted the strikers. 
Close to 400 mén are registered 
for picket duty. 

Trial 6f the pickets arrested 
will. take place December 5. Pres- 
sure from shipowners, the Ala- 
bama Drydoek,. Co. and_ the 
banks resulted in the court’s fe- 
fusal to accept bond money for 
the arrested strikefs. . 


mont, against the striking sea- 
men. This injunction is the most 
Fascist, vicious, reactionary, anti- 
labor act ever imposed upon the 
workers of Jefferson Cotinty—it 
ig an indictmént against labor. 


in ‘excess of these six hours are 
counted as overtime. The em- 
ployers demanded that “if suf- 
ficient registered longshoremen 
are not available” after six 
hdurs to provide a change of 
shift, the men can be cornpelled 
to work for two hours on 
straight time. This means the 
registration of many_ additional 
longshoremen to take eare of 
the work in’ peak periods, with 
all of these extra men compet- 
ing in slack periods for the work 
that exists, cutting down the 
average wage.to less than it was 
before 1934, or, as an alterna- 
tive, it means two hours’ more 
work at straight time from the 
men already employed—in short, 
an eight instead of a six-hour 


day. 
Penalties 

The employers demanded that 
for any violation of the award 
or of any decision or rule of the 
Labor Relations Committee, the 
workers should be penalized by 
two weeks’ léss of employment 
for the first offense and elim- 
ination from the registration list 
for the second offense. (These 
“offenses,” of course, involve the 
handling of “hot cargo” and re- 
fusal to pass through picket lines 
of other striking workers). While 
the shipowners would thus pfo- 
vide numerous and drastic pen- 
alties for the longshoremen, they 
proposed no penalties whatever 
for violations of the agreement 
by themselves. The’ 1L.A. cout- 
tered with a proposal that it 
should be responsible for its 
members doing a fair day’s work 
for a fair day’s pay, with a un- 
ion committee to try any union 
member who might violate the 
award or, a working rule. This 
counter-proposal. was, like ‘alJ 
others, ignored by the employ- 
érs. =45 
There were many other -de- 
mands of the shipowners strik- 
ing not only at the basis of the 


ing 
“1984 award, but going in some 


instances even beyond this and 


| attempting to get back-not just 


to the “good old days” of 1932- 


"33, but to the labor relations of 


about 1890 when most shipown- 
4d séa captains and - 
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‘SAN PEDRO 
NOTES © 


The mystery of why our fel- 
low unionists in the Mexican 
Confederation of Labor were 
confused on the Santa . Elena 
handling issue at Ensenada, 
Mexico, «last Monday, was 
sharply cleared up with the re- 
port presented by our delega- 
tion. yesterday that ‘Brother” 
Joseph P. Ryan and Ivan Hunt- 
er had sent the Confederation 
telegrams stating THAT THERE 
WAS NO BONA FIDE STRIKE 
IN NORTH AMBRICA, AND 
THAT THE STRIKERS WERE 
OUTLAWS AND HAVE BEEN 
SO DECLARED! 

In view of the fact that the 
Mexican Confederation is a pow- 
erful and militantly progressive 
body, our committee left San 
Pedro feeling confident that fa- 
¥orable action would be forth- 
coming. Imagine the Pedro 
boedy’s surprise when it arrived 
at Ensenada to find that the 
Mexican body was permitting its 
members to handle passengers 
and baggage on the fugitive 
Gtace Liner. Documentary evi- 
dence in the form of telegrams 


considered their. commands to 
the “hands” inspired by Divine 
Providence. The code of safety 
rules, for example, which the 
employers had drawn up ‘them- 
selves over a-period of | many 
years, but which they had never 
enforced, were, if they could 
have had their way, to be sub- 
mitted to arbitration! 

The employers: have shown by 
their every act that they want 
everything but “peace” on the 
waterfront. If they had wanted 
peace, the Waterfront Employers’ 
Association, like the 
would have come to the nego- 
tiations conference ready to ne- 
gotiate, and not to demand that 
the I.L.A. must submit. first to 
this or that condition before the 
employers would even begin to 
negotiate. If they had . wanted 


Sit-Down Strike 


LLA..,. 


News 


‘Farmers Assist the Gulf Coast Seamen to Win Their Strike 


= 


* 
* 


THE SCENE is in New Orleans 
headquarters of the striking Gulf 
Coast seamen. Farmers have 
brought sacks of potatoes and 


‘other food to assist the seamen 


to win their strike. The sea- 
men, some of ‘whom were 
against a Farmer-Labor Party 
because they thought the farm- 
ers were enemies of the work- 
ing class, learned differently by 
this action. They saw that farm- 
ers are quick to help unionists 
on strike, as has happened in 


innumerable cases. 


* 
* 


Hits Canal Zone 


BALBOA, Panama Canal Zone. 
—The maritime strike has reach- 
ed the Panama Canal Zone. 
Two of the United Fruit Com- 
pany’s biggest ships—the Anti- 
gua, and the Talamanca were 
tied up when their crews went 
on a sit-down strike. 

The two ships had been re- 
ported as hovering off the Paci- 
fic Coast of California for sever- 
al days, to see what would hap- 
pen-to the banana cargo on the 
SS. California. They saw they 
would get nowhere on the Pacific 
Coast, and when they hit this 
port they were struck. 


denouncing the strike quickly 
‘explained the Confederation’s 
action. These; telegrams were 
signed by Ryan. and Hunter! - 
A brief but warm meeting was 
then held in which staunch ex- 
pressions of international sol- 
idarity were made by represen- 
tatives of the Mexican and Am- 
erican bodies. Our delegation 
then made their colorful exit. 


On Guard 


The Picketing Committee re- 
port information indicating that 
an attempt will be made to open 
Los Angeles harbor with non- 
union longshoremen and armed 
guards, either Monday or De- 
cember first. The Los Angeles 
police “have taken a month's 
lease on increased space in Wil- 
mington and are installing short- 
wave radio equipment there, and 
have also arranged for feeding 
accommodations for additional 
police: forces. 

ALL PICKETS ARE _ RE- 
QUESTED TO BE IN READI- 
NESS!, 


Large Strike Fund Arranged 


Many uptown unions are ar- 
ranging to send large weekly do- 
nations to the maritime unions. 
If the increase in such weekly 
donations continues as at pres- 
ent, by next week thre will be 


a 


peace, they would have brought|, funq of from seven to ten 
in demands that would have 1M-| thousand dollars a week flow- 
plied frank acceptance of the ing into the relief of the strik- 


anc 
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"CALLS ON NEGRO PEOPLE TO. 
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- SUPPORT MARITIME STRIKERS 


j 


Points Out Solidarity of Negro and White 


| | Workers in the Maritime Unions 
| in West Coast 


| 


| OAKLAND—The East Bay Council of the National 
Negro Congress has endorsed the maritime strike because the 
existence of the trade unions is of the greatest importance to 


the Negro people. F 


Calling on the Negro people to support the strike with all: 


heir power, the National Negro 
tongress states: 

| Negro, White Solidarity 
_ “With more than eight hun- 
dred Negro waterfront workers 
‘in various Pacific Coast ports, 
their role in the strike has be- 
come prominent and important. 
On the picket line and on com- 
mittees, they have worked right 
along with their white brothers. 
Besides Negro workers being 
active on the individual union 
committees, Brothers Joe White 
and Revals Cayton’ represent 
their unions-on the Joint Strike 
Committee—the executive body 
of all the striking unions. 

The East Bay Council- of the 
National Negro Congress: points 
out that since the 1934. strike, 
Maritime Workers ,, generally 
have come to realize “the value 
of unity in their ranks regard- 
less of race or color. It was this 


struggle that broke down many. 


of the racial-prejudices and an- 
tagonisms. As a result, Negroes 
came to be accepted. into the 
unions on an equal basis: with 
their white brother unionists. 

“The Negro Congress believes 
that the justice and equality that 
Negro workers have received in 
the Maritime Unions deserves 
the support of the people of ‘the 
Bay Area. Support of the Mari- 
time Strike will enable Negro 
_workers in other fields to gain 
'entrance into trade unions and 
thereby be of benefit to, and 
receive benefits from the organ- 
ized trade union moyement of 
which all races should justly be 
a part.” 


Used As Scabs 


NEW YORK—Gangster~ and 
underworld elements stirring at. 
the call are the most infamous 
strike-breakers, and assembling 
fer “duty” on the New York 
waterfront. 

It is reliably reported that 
Captain Max Shaw, many times 
‘nvolved in strikebreaking in 
the past, has imported 60 men 
from. Boston, and would. have 
-hem at the docks today. 

“Pink Slip” McRae was ship- 
ping men in from Philadelphia 
im small batches. 

Charlie Schroeder, strikebreak- 
er, was doing the same thing 
from Baltimore. 

Acting as lieutenants to the 
others, reports said, were Joe 
Capusie of Brooklyn, Sam 
“Chick” Conner and ‘Chick” 
Tom Tompson. 

Joe Brown, captain of under- 
cover men for the Railroad Aud- 
it and Inspection Service, was 
reported to be supplying es- 
pecially ex-convicts, men with 
records, to: the Atlantic Steam- 
ship Owners Association at 11 
Broadway. 2 

“Weasel” Epsten, another no- 
torious character, was filling a 
similar contract yesterday for 
the Gulf Line.on Staten Island. 


WY. Sluggers Are i 


thing 


1934 award as a basis of all 
working agreements, and not de- 
mands which, if granted, would 
at one strike ‘annul the award 
and make the entire struggle of 
the longshoremen in 1934 “a 
meaningless dnd: futile gesture. 
If they had wanted peace, they 
would have made a real jeffort 
to deal with the just demands 
of the other maritime unions. 
The longshoremen .have never 
contended -that the settlement of 
1934 was-a perfect settlément, 
that the award constituted a 
perfect working agreement. 
There were flaws which | were 
bound to become apparent as 
the award was submitted to the 
test of practical] working experi- 
ence. The ILL.A. now, as ever, 
stands ready at any time to meet 


in open and above-board nego-} 


tiations with the employers to 
remedy these flaws. It will not 
now, or ever, submit to tossing 
overboard every hard-won) gain 
and start again from scratch to 
deal with men whose concéption 
of labor relations belongs not to 
1936, but to the Middle JAges. 
Nor will it. stand idly by while 
other workers are sacrificed by 
a handful gf men to whom no- 
apparently is sacred except 


> 


| ers. 


The Seaside Cafe on Terminal 
Island is donating twenty meals 
daily to pickets at the Bethle- 
hem Shipyard gate. 

The following Long Beach 
merchants have donated four 
turkeys and one chicken for a 
pickets’ Thanksgiving dinner: 
Pacific Poultry Products, Whit- 
mer’s Poultry Market, Black and 
White Poultry Market, and the 
Farmer’s Poultry Exchange. The 
Harbor Union Cafe will do the 
cooking and dressing. 

Johnny and Joe of the Wal- 
dorf Cafe have donated sleeping 
accommodations for sixty men; 
This includes  gas,- light and 
water. ‘ 

Sontag Drugs—Fifty . dollars 
in merchandise. 

West Coast Grocery — Five 
hundred Ibs. of coffee. 

- Brown’s Auto Shop—Auto re- 
pairs. 

Gardner’s Market—Two hun- 
dred lbs. assorted. meats. E 
' Arnone’s International Phar- 
macy—Merchandise. Pel @ 


_ Subscribe to the Western Wor- 
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60 p.c. Vets Among 
S. Diego Pickets 


SAN DIEGO.—The Joint.Strike 
Committee is functioning well in 
San Diego. John Doherty is chair- 
man of the Committee, having 
been élected by the LL.A., Sail- 
ars, Marine Engineers, Cooks, and 
Radio Men. , . 
Ships tied up in San Diego 
Harbor are the lumber schoon- 
ers Hamlin F. McCormick, Lake 
Frances and the intercoastal ves- 
sel Wilkeno. 

Over 100 world war veterans 
are among the I.L.A. pickets. 
They call this a “new war for 
equality for working men.” 

| Some of the pickets were cited 
for bravery. during the war and 
ane received the \Distinguished 
Service Cross. . a 
_- 60% of ‘the pickets. from. the 
LL.A. are vets, says P. H. Mc- 
Neary, business. manager and 
secretary of the San Diego I.L.A. 


| local. . 


‘One of the pickets is a man 
whose foot was shot off in the 
trenches. 
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AS LICENSED |} 


ON EAST COAST | 


Carried Placards; 
1000 Registered 
Immediately 


NEW YORK—Licensed  offi- 
cers joined striking seamen on 
picket lines in port cities along 
the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, as 
the strike of their national un- 
ions for higher wages’ and im- 
working conditions be- 
came effective. They carried 
placards urging fellow-officers 
to quit their ships and regis- 
tered at strike offices for other 
duties. ~ 

The first evidence of the offi- 
cers’ strength in this port was 


proved 


felt when the American Export 
Line announced the postpone- 
ment of the sailing of the liner 
Excalibur, which was due to 
leave Jersey City for Mediter- 
ranean ports. The ship had fif- 
ty-six passengers aboard when 
the engineers announced that 
they were quitting work. They 
supplied sufficient steam to 
keep the ship heated, but re- 
fused to service the winches and 
thus prevented the loading of 
freight. 

_ Nearly 1,000 engineers and of- 
ficers reported at once at the 
| 


ions 
and literature to influence 
others to join the’ strike. 

Officers were among the 250 
or more pickets who stood be. 
fore the Chelsea piers when the 
United States liner President 
Roosevelt arrived. The crew of 
[the President Roosevelt, num- 
bering about 230, marched off 
the ship in a body after they 
had been paid off and proceed- 
ed to the seamen’s strike office 
at 164 Eleventh Avenue, where 
a sign of welcome had been 
hung. Officials of the line said 
there was no significance to 
this action because ‘the ship was 
to be laid up anyway for re- 
pairs. ; 

The Marine. Engineers. Bene- 
ficial Association opened strike 
offices at 93 -Eleventh Avenue 
and registered about 500 men 
for picket duty, and the Mas- 
ters, Mates and Pilots Associa- 
tion, opened offices: at 508 West 
Twenty-third Street, where 


about 450 men registered. Mem- ° 


bers arrived during the day, as 
their ships came to port. 


Commerce Dept. . 
Blacklist Edict — 


4 


LOS ANGELES.—With grave 


implications comes the order is-. 


sued by the: Secretary of Com- 
merce for the establishment of 
examination stations at all the 
major ports in the United States 
for the purpose of checking up on 
the efficiency. of able seamen 
and lifeboatmen. . 
These stations, under the jur 

isdiction of the Coast Guard, will 
conduct compulsory oral . and 
written ¢xaminations for all ap- 
plicants before they ¢an secure 


certificates of efficiency in the » 


American Merchant Marine. 
These tests will all: be made. be-. 
fore March 25, “1937. : 
As for the seamen, realizing 
the right of the passengers to de-- 
mand that the ships be manned 
by efficient men, they fear. this 


order will be used as the Cope- | 


-Loffices established by their un- _ 
and went out with signs. 


land Bill has, an instrument for © - 


black-listing. . - 
They would, they say, be 
complete accord if members of 


the seamen’s Union themselves, ag Me 
sat in-on the examining board. — 


A “PRIVILEGE” 


NEW YORK—Lawrence Simp-_ 


in . 


son, American seaman in a Nazi — 


jail, is now, allowed to receive 


$5 sent him for tobacco. 
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‘ tions, labor camps, etc. 


for itself: 


Westers@Worker 
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Prblished od every. Tues ‘Tuesday anc and Friday 
Western ‘Guieh of the es og OE U.S.A 


Editorial and business offices at 121 Haight St., - 


Sin Francisco, Telephone HEmlock 9467 
(Adress news, editorial matter to the editor. 
Adévess subscriptions, etc. to business man- 
Los Angeles Office Rm. 416, 224 So. Spring St. 


The Open-Shoppers Mobilize 
HE State Chamber of Commerce is mo- 
bilizing all the forces of reaction, all the 

open-shop interests in California, to be in 

readiness for the opening of the January ses- 
sion of the state legislature. 
The. gentlemen of the State Chamber of 


‘Comupierce have called the attention of every 


large-scale employer of labor to the “‘unfav- 
orable. publicity’"—unfavorable ‘to the finan- 
cial. institutions and_utilities—which resulted 
from the gas attacks on striking pickets by 
the state highway patrol, and point out the 


need for organizedj,action of the employers 


to offset this unfayorable publicity and to - 
be in ,readiness for the legislature when it 


convenes.| We let’ the State Chamber speak 

“We shall soon have a session of our 
state legislature. It is almost certain that in 
addition to the criminal syndicalism repeal 
and many subversive bills, there will be leg- 
islative investigation of the state miotor pat- 


rol, the use of gas in industrial disputes, or- 


ganization of agricultural workers, mediation 
boards for agricultural strikes, housing condi- 
If the present public 
sentiment continues the resulty are evident 
and we would point out that if agriculture 
goes down in this fight, all employer groups 
will, go down with us. We believe that a 
fight should be started now in the interest of 
all employers but that it.should be made on 
an agricultural front.” 

The recommendation is that the State 
Chamber of Commygrce hire a “high grade 
publicity man’ to write a series of articles, 
and that there be la correlation of employer 
publicity generally, to swing public sentiment 
to the point where, obviously, they intend to 


influenee state legislators and make of them ‘ 


ready tools of the employers. _ 
The, employer: -groups are: building “their 
united front against labor. 


” presented to the next legislature is evident. 


They have powerful weapons: “high grade 
_ publicity men, millions of dollars, for news- 
paper space, bribes and lobbying. 

This is a direct Challenge to labor and pro- 


“ gressive forces of California. The forces of 


‘the: common people of this state have no 


fancy pen prostitutes—and shave no need 
for them. The progressive forces do not 
raye the. millions at their command which 
the employer have. The trade unions cannot 
set up an intricate and well-oiled lobbying 
‘machine in Sacraménto. 

But the people do have organization, and 
power—provided all the pro-labor forces can 
agree on a common program of labor legis- 
lation to support. If this is accomplished, the 
open-shop plans of the employers will be 
defeated: The People’s Lobby, exerting ptes- 
sure on the elected representatives of the 


‘people, can crush the smooth-tongued, bribe 


offering machinery of the industrialists’ paid 


agents in Sacramento! 


5. 


he 
elements. 


a since Franco launched his putsch. 
; 1g the war,” Cees de-- 


Forward to a_ broad sueractal People’s 
Lobby in California! ,* 


Franco Faces Defeat 


the Spanish Premier, 
there 


When Caballero, 
uttered these words two weeks ago, 
‘was much scoffing ‘among the pro-Fascist 
“Empty boasts,”’ the scoffers de- 
clared. But these’ reactionary commentators 
had no. conception of the fact that every 


_ worker. militiaman! fighting to beat off the . 
Fascists: is ‘aware of the fact that upon him 


and ‘his comrades depends not alone the fate 
of Madrid and of Spain, but the fate of 
world: democracy. | 
acles of heroism performed by the. Spanish 
republican army. | This explains the confi- 
dence. of the Spanish Government's forces. 
The Spanish People’ s Front forces have ‘ 
only just begun to fight. This ‘is literally 
true. Up to now they were woefully lack- 


fe in technical e yuipment—and while there: 


still need for more and ever more arms 


* nent ammunition, ithe militiamen | are better 


n they have ever been 
“We are 


equipped now 


| 


ts Behind Madrid stands Catalonia, a huge 
ress | which General Franco will find im-— 
e has” ‘the assistance of a 


to ee fee the 


> 


.1 year $4.50—6 months $2.50—3 months $1.50 


Their determina- | 
tion to defeat all pro- -labor législation to be 


the need of working 


_, state of California.” 
E WILL WIN the battle of Madrid!” | 


‘that just as there are wealthy sources which 


_ used to provide other relief for the common 
This explains. the mir-. 


‘gurance measure now in operation. 


~which these benefits are operative. 


In addition to the 


Subscription Rates 


By mail in the United States 
(exéept ‘San Francisco): 
1 year, $3—6 months $1.60—3 months 90 cts. 
In city and county of San Francisco: 
1 year $3.50—6 months. $1.90—3 months $1.00 
Foreign and Canada: 


By first class mail (in sealed envelope): | 
_ Ll year $7.50—6 months $4.00 ’ 


capital, Catalonia can today put into the 
field a well-equipped and modern army of 
250,000 trained militiamen who can be mo- 
bilized in one day. . 

Franco faces swift and decisive defeat— 
unless Hitler and Mussolini push further their 
brazen interventionist steps—and actually 
send in an army of intervention. Desperate 
as Hitler is, there is no step he would hesi- 
tate at. He is determined to use the Spanish 
insurrection as an excuse to plunge the whole 
world into another war, in an attempt to save 
his own tottering rule. | 

Only organized support of the People’s 
Front government of Spain by the forces of 
democracy the world over can defeat the 
Fascists’ war-made plans! 

All: energies must be bent on_ bringing 
pressure to bear on Germany and _ Italy, 
through their embassies and consulates, to 
withdraw recognition of the Franco hordes 
as a ‘government. All resources must be 
tapped to send clothes, medical supplies and 
funds to the embattled heroes fighting on the 
Madrid front to save democracy, to stop 
Fascism, to preserve world peace! 


S. F. Labor Wins a Victory 
(eee labor in San Francisco won 


a significant Victory when the San Fran- 
cisco Board of Supervisors, at an open hear- 
ing, voted unanimously to submit the repeal 
of the infamous anti-picketing ordinance to 
the people at the next special election. 

The arguments by representatives of em- 


ployer-groups, such as “we have trouble 
enough now,” ‘let sleeping dogs lie,” and 
“business will be scared away from San 


Francisco’’ were drowned in the chorus of | 
‘demands by _ labor, liberal and _ pro- 
gressive forces that the people of San 
Francisco shall have the right to decide 


‘whether or not they want this 20-year-old 


ordinance retained on the statute books. The 
supervisors had no choice but to vote in 
favor—especially in the presence of the hun- 
dreds of workers who jammed the court- 
room. . 

The fight has only just begun. 

First—if there is any delay by the Board 
of Supervisors in the matter of fixing a date 
for the next special election—that must be 
ended by pressure from organized labor. A 
date must be fixed, and soon. 

Secondly—all trade, unions and other pro- 
gressive groups should adopt resolutions en- 


‘dorsing the movement to repeal this ordi- 


nance, and pledge itself to carry on an un- 
ceasing campaign until the date of the elec- 


to the issue among San 


tion, popularize 
Francisco's citizens. 

If this is done—the anti-picketing ordi- 
nance of San Francisco will soon be rele- 
gated to the museum of archaic reactionary 


anti-labor legislation. 


A Broader Program Needed 


We WELCOME the statement made by 


the editor of the Epic News pointing to 
‘for something con- 
crete in the way of social legislation in the 
We will do all in our 
power to support the Epic proposal for a 
fight in the next session gf the state legisla- 
ture to increase the old-age pension to $50 
a month for every person over 60 years— 
‘sa social dividend, not a-pauper's gift.” 
We walcome this move, but we point out | 


could easily be tapped, by taxation where 
taxation belongs, to provide more adequate 
old-age security—so these sources should be 
people of this state. ‘There is the matter of 
the infamous sales tax—a tax on the common 
people. This tax’ can be repealed by joint 
action of all progressive forces in this state, 
and the’ income fax raised in the higher 
brackets. 

Theré_is the inadequate unemployment in- 
This can: 
be amended—or substituted—to include all 
of the unemployed, to shift the burden of. 
funds altogether onto the wealthy and_ the 
employers, and to raise the amount of bene 
fits paid and lengthen the periods during 


‘Then there is the crying need for repeal 
of the criminal syndicalism ‘measure, for a 
‘ law punishing vigilantism, and other measures 
of benefit to organized labor and the people 
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Nazis and Japan Tnreatens Peace 


QUESTION: I could like to 


J ask you about the Third Inter- 


national, just what it is and 
whether it is going to do any- 
thing about this Japanese-Ger- 
man alliance against it? 

ANSWER: This alliance that 
has just been’ announcéd is an 
alliance against the Soviet Un- 
ion, and not against the Com- 
munist International. This alli- 
ance is preparation for war. War 
is conducted by armies, and the 
Communist International has no 
army. The Communist Interna- 
tional is merely an association 
of Communist Parties of the 
world for joint consultation and 
advice. Of course, the Commun- 
st Parties:e¢verywhere will have 
10 take note of this major new 
actor in international politics. 

QUESTION: Is ita known fact 
-hat the International has been 
suppressed in Japan and Ger- 
many? 

ANSWER: You mean the Com- 
munist Parties of these coun- 
‘ries? Yes. 

QUESTION: And there is no 
‘egal section of the Third Inter- 
ational in either Of these coun- 
ries—Germany or Japan? 

ANSWED: No. And if they are 
leclaring war against the Com- 
munist Parties in the various 
‘ountries, that would mean that 


any governmental associations. 


QUESTION: Like the» League 
of Nations? 

ANSWER: No. The League of 
Nations is an association of gov- 
ernments. This is an association 
of parties exercising no govern: 
mental authority at any time. 


QUESTION: Are there any 
Russian government officials who 
are members of the C. I. who 
hold executive. offices? 

ANSWER: There are some 
who hold office in the Russian 
government who are delegates 
of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union to the Communist 
International. 

-QUESTION: Who is the Presi- 
dent? 

ANSWER: It has no President. 
The General Secretary. is the 
head—George Dimitroff. Dimit- 


Getting. Ready for the Attack 


JAPANESE militarists even force the women in the factories is 
become part of the war machine, in the plan for further aggres- 
‘sion in China and the attack on the Soviet Union. 


they are declaring war against | roff is the man who became fa- 
the American Communist Party,| mous throughout the world dur- 
and that would mean direct in- | ing the Reichstag fire trial. He 
tervention in American politics; is a Bulgarian. 


by the ‘German- and Japanese | 


governments, 


QUESTION: The Communist] ment? 


Party of France is an important 
part of the government, is it not? 

ANSWER: The Communist 
Party directly is not a part of 
the government. It is supporting 
the French government. 

QUESTION: Is there any place 
outside of Russia where the Com- 
munist Party is directly repre- 
sented in the. government as in 
Spain? 

ANSWER: In Spain in the last 
weeks under the pressure of the 
fascist insurrection ‘conducted 
with the support of Hitler and 
Mussolini, the government had 
greater mass support and took 
in additional representation from 
mass organizations, including two 
Communists. They are quite a 
minority in the Spanish govern- 
ment with only two out of 12 
or 13 ministers. 


and Socialists. 

QUESTION: Do you regard 
this as in any way affecting the 
declaration of war against the 
Third International? 

ANSWER: It is preparation for 
a declaration of war against. the 
Soviet Union. But: not only 
against the Soviet Union. Even 
more immediate it is a threat 
against France because they have 
no illusions that they have any 
considerable allies in the Soviet 
Union. In France, however, they 
are trying to stimulate a fascist 
uprising similar to the one they 
engineeréd in Spain. The slogan 
against the Communists and 
against Communism is always 
the slogan of extreme. reaction 
striving for power by all means. 
Here, in the recent presidential 
elections, the main slogan of re- 
action was that Roosevelt was 
a Communist. When reactionaries 
want té.throw out anyone. by 
elections or by insurrection, they 
make a Communist of him over- 
night. | 
UESTION: When was. the 
Third. International divorcéd 
from \the| Russian government? 

ANSWER: The Communist 


Party never had any connection | di 


with any: government. The Third 
International | or the Communist 
International is an association of 
Soa Parties: of various 


Most of them | 
are held by Left Republicans 


‘government?: ANSWER: 
armas em such conacthave ANSWER: * aa) eal of the: . Bs’ —— arn ri 


QUESTION: He has no connec- 
tion with the Russian govern- 


. ANSWER: No. He is a repre- 
sentative of the Communist 
Party of Bulgaria. 

QUESTION: Is Stalin a mem- 
ber of: the Third Internatiorial? 

ANSWER: Stalin’ is one of 
therepresentatives of the Com- 

munist Party of the Soviet Un- 
ion- to the Communist Interna- 
tional. 

QUESTION: How many Rus- 
slans are there represented in the 
Craw 

ANSWER: I cannot say exact. 
ly.. I think there are 3 or 4 
Russians out of a total of 32 
on the Communist International. 

QUESTION: They have an 
Executive Committee? 

ANSWER: Yes. Off hand, I 
ver. f tell you the exact num- 
ber. % 


QUESTION: This Communist 
International functions merely as 
an exchange of views, to give 
active support to each other in 
any. way, support of any kind? 
ANSWER: Yes, of course— 
political support, and problems 
of material support of interna- 
tional actions. These are almost 
entirely questions taken ‘up’ by 
mass organizations like the re- 
cent support of the Spanish strug- 
gle; where the trade unions of 
several countries, including the 
Soviet Union, made a collection 
to. support ‘the People’s) Front 
government. They collected . tens 
of millions of dollars. We, in 
this country, have organized col- 
lections of all kinds, money, food, 
medical supplies, and clothes. 
QUESTION: What are ‘the. of- 
ficial” means. for arranging this? 
Is it a spontaneous thing? 
ANSWER: Each party acts for 
itself and eonducts its own rela- 
tions. with: the people they. are 
helping. < 
QUESTION: There, is ho ton- 
certed. action at ‘all? 
ANSWER: Yes, in ‘the. sense 
that all.Communist Parties have 
the same ‘point. of ‘view and 
respond to the same issués. There 
has never been a case of serious 
fferénces of opinion pa se the 


$f 
f 


various parties on such qu yestions. 
- QUESTION: In all. SF was 
the money sent to the panish 


. 
SS ee 


In the following interview, Earl Browder, general secre- 
tary of the Communist Party, U.S.A., tells what the secret 
military alliance between the German Nazis and Japan— 
smoked out on November 17th by Pravda, official organ. of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union—means and where [ 
it will find its support in this country. The interview, given to 
Ira Wolfert, North American Newspaper Alliance, follows: 


money that was coilected in 
America under our direction was 


sent to the International Federa- : 


tion of Trade Unions, which gave 
its help to the Spanish Red 
Cross. ‘I'he fund was distributed 
under the direction of the Inter- 
national Federation 
Unions through Sir Walter Ci- 
trine, Secretary of the British 
Trade Unions. But at present 
collections’ that are being méde 
are sent to the committee which 
works in direct contact with the 
committee of the Spanish gov- 
ernment, which is in this coun- 
try. 

QUESTION: There was no 
prior consultation with any other 
party or organization before you 
decided to take’ up.a collection? 

ANSWER: We don’t directly 
collect this money. ourselves. We 
participate in actions carried 
through by various mass organ- 
izations, trade unions, workers’ 
clubs. Collections are centralized 
through a committee that was 
named in consultation with this 
committee that came from Spain 


|} —Madame Palencia, etc. 


QUESTION: But generally, if 
you take any international ac- 
tion that is not related to the 
particular problem in the United 
States, is there any consultation 
within the C. I. or are you com- 
pletely free agents? 

ANSWER: We are completely 
free agents. We consult with as 
many people or parties, however, 
as we can. We have helped many 
intérnational actions, for ex- 
ample, which were not initiated 


py the Communists at all. We: 


supported the recent Peace Con- 
gress in Brussels. This Congress 
was supported by Commynist 
parties throughout the world. 
(Published material brought 
in on Presiding Committee of 


1} This is the presiding 
committee of the Executive Com- 
mittee consisting of 19 members 
and 12 candidates. 

QUESTION: Is this a perman- 
ent Executive Committee? 
ANSWER: Yes. 

QUESTION: How often is there 
an election? 

ANSWER: Elections take place 
at congresses. This presiding com- 
mittee was elected in 1935 at 
the Seventh World Congress. 
QUESTION: How often are 
the congresses held? 
.ANSWER: The previous con- 


of Trade: 


1,200 pages in this exchange of 
information, 

QUESTION: There is not any- 
thing that Germany and Japan 
can get their teeth. into about 
this International? 

ANSWER: No. This is merely 
some kind of cover for a definite 
political campaign like that car- 
ried on by Al Smith during the 
recent election campaign when 
he charged that Communism was 
in the White House. It is exactly 
of the same significance except 
that in Europe it means more 
than’ an election campaign. It 
means a campaign for war. 

QUESTION: One of the points 
here (reads from afternoon news- 
paper) is that they “are going 
to take strict measures at home 
and abroad,” etc., etc.—do they 
have any International of their 
own? 

ANSWER: Undoubtedly they 
have. They, are working in the 
United States. It is a common 
sight around, New York to see 
groups with bands of Hitler 
swastikas going through military 
drill, 

QUESTION: Do you know how 
extensive this organization is? 

ANSWER: No. They work in 
very strict secrecy. They don’t 
work in the open as the Com- 
munist Party - does. 

QUESTION: Do you think they 
mean to pit their International 
against this in every country? 

ANSWER: They are pitting 


their International against dem- | 


ocracy, not merely against the 
Communists. Their next step is 
against the People’s Front gov- 
ernment in France. They have 
a very definite hook-up with fas- 
cist parties in France, and pro- 
pose to overthrow the French 
republic. 

QUESTION: What’ has Japan 
to gain by fascism in France? 

ANSWER: Japan’s hook-up 
is with Hitler Germany -for war 
against the Soviet. Union. As 
for Germany, it is part of its 
general drive toward war, but 
its preliminary tactic is for armed 
insurrection in the various dem- 
ocratic coyntries as preparation 
for a world war. 

QUESTION: How long has the 
Third International been in ex- 
istence? 

‘ANSWER: Since 1919. 

QUESTION: What was 
First International? 

ANSWER: It was the Interna- 


the 


gress was held in 1928; there are! tional of the Socialist Party as 


and set up what was popularly 
known ag the Second Interna- 
tional, It was revived after the 
World War and after the forma- 


ition of the Communist Interna- 


tional; and now its official name 
is the Labor and Socialist Inter- 
national. 

QUESTION: Did Lenin and 


| ‘Trotsky split off from the Second 


International before the war? 

ANSWER: The Bolshevik Par- 
ty of Russia at that time was 
called the Russian Social-Demo- 
cratic Labor Party. Trotsky was 
not a member except that he 
was in and out of it during vari- 
ous periods (he was more out 
than in). The Bolshevik Party 
was formed under the leadership 
of Lenin and was a part of the 
Second International until the 
time of the war. It opposed the 
dominant policy in the Second 
International. In fact, it was in 
opposition to the policies that 
dominated the Second Interna- 
tional for a long period before 
the war, beginning in 1903. 


QUESTION; They set up one 
International? — 

ANSWER: They did not set 
up an International. During the 
post-war crisis, when the So 
cialist parties were splitting 
throughout: the world, no one 
took the lead to call the left 
sections of the splitting Socialist 
parties together to reconstitute 
the International. Later, the 
right-wing sections of these par- 
ties came together to reconsti- 
tute the Second International. 

QUESTION: Now, there is a 
fourth International? 

ANSWER: No. There is only 
a slogan for a fourth Internation- 
al. It is not an organization. * 


QUESTION: It has no dele- 
gates? 

ANSWER: No. For political 
purposes, it consists of only 
Trotsky and his _ international 
connections. 

QUESTION: Why is it neces- 


sary for Japan and Germany to 
go through such a smoke-screen 
as this, that is, to go through 
a whole hocus-pocus because of 
a Third International which they 
have suppressed? 

ANSWER: They figure by this 
means to get support from other 
countries which they could not 
get through on open declaration 
of their purposes. In Britain the 
Japanese-Hitler alliance will get 
the support of extreme Tories. 
In the United States it will get 
the support of Liberty League 
elements, that is, all those who 
were denouncing Roosevelt as a 
Communist, and those who 
reached for the help of Hitler to 
do everything possible to throw 
America on the side of Hitler. 
In France, they have hopes of 
stimulating fascist insurrection 
under this slogan. They could 


not achieve this under the slo- ' 


gan of war against France. These 
are the slogans under which they 
prepared fascist insurrection in 


all the o 


Spain. They are now launching 
a campaign on a broader and 
more definite and concrete ba- 
sis. That, of course, cannot be 
done under an open slogan of 
pe particular countries. 

STION: Do you think they 
have any reason to hope for 
success in this country? 

ANSWER: I think the current 
in America is against them, but 
they have very strong allies, 
such strong allies as dominated 
the Republican councils in’ the 
election campaign. They .are not 
to- be laughted at in America. 

QUESTION: The Third Inter- 
national has no spesific policy 
towards these particular prob- 
lems?.'I. mean, does it bind its 
members to a specific policy? 

ANSWER: Each Communist 
Party makes its own decisions. 
The World Corfigress which works 
out these problems common to 
all parties is usually able to 
reach a unanimous decision. That 
was especially true, of the 

Seventh World Congress which 
‘|made decisions of such convin- 
cing weight that they were 
adopted by the. parties when 
they were reported back. 

QUESTION: They need not be 
though? 

ANSWER: Each party has to 
discuss these things. 

QUESTION: If you refuse, can 
you be thrown out of the a 
ternational? 

ANSWER: It would probably 
result in that, but there is no 
formal -rule. The essence of the 
organization is common policy. 
When people disagree funda- 
mentally on policy they change 
their organization, The Seventh 
World. Congress adopted policies 
which had profound influence 
throughout the world—policy on 
the People’s Front. The’. Com- 
munists everywhere are joining 
hands with: demoeratic elements 
in every country against the 
threat of fascism, against the 
threat of war. "This common pol- 
icy of ‘the Communists every- 
where is the direct result of dis- 
eussion and decisions of the 7th 
World ‘Cong: . Of course, no 
“pone can” " anybody ‘ifs he 
‘doesn’t agree ‘to go along with 
these things. The authority -of 
t| the Communist. tbe 8 and the 
- | Communist Inte mal is pure- 

ily @ moral 


Third-Degree In China 
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THIS CHINESE WORKER is getting the third degree at the hands 

of the military court’ of an aggréssor nation right in the work- 

er’s own home city of Shanghai. The Japanese invaders, embold- 

ened by their treaty with German Nazis, have become more 
threatening toward the Soviet Union. 


four, five, or sometimes six years 
between congresses. 

QUESTION: Is there a contin- 
ual exchange of ideas? ~ 

ANSWER: Yes, For example, 
I am a candidate for the Presid- 
ing Committee. I am ‘not a full 
member, but I. have substituted 
in the absence* of .Comrade . Wil- 
liam. Z. . Foster who is a full 


— 
formed under the leadership ‘of 
Marx and. En ge 

QUESTION: Did it have ..the 
same ‘organization: or aim as .the 
Third International, i.e.; exchange 
of information? _. 

ANSWER: The Communist In- 
ternational is* the direct descen- 
dant Of that First International 
formed by Marx and Engels. The 
member. I ama member of the| First International had. its head- 
full Executive. Committee — not quarters for. Some’ time in: New 

tk: 


the. Presiding Committee. I am!/York: . 
in constant touch with them, I QUESTION: | Wh n “was ‘the 
Second Lala 1. formed? 


write artelre: ue of ye times | ap 
a year about the situation’ in}. ANSWER; It . was’ 
America. Treceive articles from} toward the end of the = he 
r ‘countries.. There td It was ak 
is a constant flow of information 
which is mostly published in the} 
press—in .A journal, known as}. 
the. Communist International. — | ter 
QUESTION: ‘It is made public? | Social 
: Yes. This journal,} 
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The Constitution Committee was to introduce ae into the 
constitution operating at present, which was adopted in 1924, 
taking into account the changes in the life of ‘the U.S.S.R. in the 
direction of socialism ae about in the period from 1924 to 
our days. 

What changes have occurred in the life of the U,S.S.R, during 
the period 1924-1936? 

That was the first period of the eee Economic Policy, when 
Soviet power permitted a certain revival of capitalism, along with 
the general development of socialism, when it calculated that, in 


the process of competition between the two economic systems— | 


the capitalist and the socialist—it would organize the superiority 
of the socialist system-over the capitalist system. 

The task was to consolidate the position of socialism, to attain 
the liquidation of the ‘capitalist elements and consummate the 
victory of the SOCIAESE | system as the basic system of national 


economy. 
Conditions of 1924 . 


At that time our industry presented an unenviable picture, 
especially heavy industry. True, dt was recovering little by little, 
but it had not yet aalsea its output to anywhere near the pre- 
war level. 

Our agriculture presented a still more unenviable picture, It 
is true that the landlord class had already been done away with, 
but aS compared to that class, the agricultural capitalist kulak 
class still formed a rather important force. 

The same thing can be said of the goods turnover of the 
country. The socialist sector of goods turnover amountéd to some 
50-60 percent, no more, while all the rest was occupied by mer- 
chants, speculators and other private traders. } 


Conditions of 1936 

What have we in 19386? 

Today we have the end of the New Economic Policy, the period 
of the complete liquidation of capitalism in all spheres of national 
economy. 

Let us start from the fact that our industry during this period 
has grown jnto a gigantic force. Now it is no longer possible 
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There has bees much discussion throughout the world: on the new draft Consii- 7 
tution for the Soviet Union, now regarded. generally as’ the: post democratic docu- 
ment in the world’s history. 

Here is reprinted important excerpts few the repor bn the Constitution de- 
livered on November 25th, 1936, by Joseph Stalin, gener 1 secretary of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union, to the 8th Special All- Union Congress of Soviets. 

Delegates are in attendance at the Congress. from all over the Soviet Union— 
from Leningrad to Vladivostok, and from.the Crimea to the Arctic Circle—repre- 
senting their local Soviets, or local governmental bédies of workers and farmers. 


ib Chief task before this Congteas is the adoption of the new Constitution. 


fe other words, what see the main specific features of. the 
Leaders of the Soviet Union 


draft Constitution submitted for consideration at the present 
congress? . 

In drafting the new Corltitution, the Constitution Commission 
took as a point of departure that the Constitution must not be 
confused with a program. | Whereas a program speaks of what 
does*not yet exist, dnd of what should still be achieved and 
won in the future, a Constitution deals with the present. 

Two examples for illustration: . 

Our Soviet society succeeded in. achieving socialism in the 
main, agd has created a sogialist order, i. e., has achieved what 
is otherwise called among Marxists the first or lower phase of 
Communism, that is Socialism. (Prolonged applause.) 

It is known that the fundamental principle of this phase of 
Communism is the formula: |“From each according to his abilities; 
to each according to his deeds.” 

Should our Constitution reflect this fact, the.winning of social- 
ism? Should it be based on this victory? 

Undoubtedly it should, because for the U.S.S.R. socialism is 
something already achieved, already won. 

But Soviet society has nat yet succeeded in bringing about the 
highest phase of Communism where the ruling principle will be 
the formula: “From each atcording to his abilities; to each ac- 


to call it weak and badly equipped technically. On the contrary, 
it is now ‘based on new, rich and modern technique, with a 
strongly developed heavy industry and still more strongly de- 
veloped machine- -building industry. 

Most important is the fact that capitalism has been completely 
expelled from the sphere of our industry, and the socialist form 


of production is now the system which alone dominates the 
sphere of our industry. a 
Socialized Agriculture 
In the sphere of agticulture, instead of an ocean of small 


individual peasant farms with weak technique and a preponder- 
ance of kulaks, we now have mechanized production conducted 
on the largest ‘scale anywhere in the world, equipped with modern 
technique in the form of an all-embracing system of collective 


and State farms. e 
As for distribution throughout the country, the merc’+n.s and 
speculators are now completely expelled from this ‘_..ie. The 
_ whole field of distribution is now in the hands _«. we State, whe 


cooperative societies and the collective farm-. 
A new Soviet trade has come into be’ng and it is a trade with- 
out APEC SIONS a trade without cc..alists, 


The New Society - 


Thus the complete victory of the socialist system in all spheres 
of the national economy is now a fact. This means that exploi- 
tation of man, by man is abolished—liquidated—while” the socialist 
ownership of the implements and means of production is estab- 
lished as the unshakeable basis of our Soviet society. (Laud 
applause.) 

Corresponding to these changes in the sphere of the economy 
of the U.S.S.R., the class structure of our society has also changed. 
As is known, the landlord class had already been liquidated as a 
result of the ‘victorious conclusion of the-Civil War. 

As for the other exploiting classes, they sHare the fate of the 
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“Jandlord class. The capitalist class has ceased to exist in the 
The kulak class has ceased to exist in the | 


Bphere of industry. 
sphere of agriculture. 
to exist in the sphere of distribution. 
classes are proved to have been liquidated. 

The working class has remained. The peasant class has re- 
mained. The intellectuals have remained. But it would be mis- 
taken to think these social groups have undergone no changes 


The merchants and speculators have ceased 


In this way, all exploiting | exploitation, 


‘the period of capitalism. 


» tors, usurers, 


* — a on conser 


during: this period, that they remained what they were, say, in 


Take, for example, the working class of the U.S.S.R. It is of- 
ten calléd “the proletariat” through old habit. But what is the 
proletariat? ‘The proletariat is a class exploited by the capitalists. 

Consequently, there Aro longer exists a capitalist class, which 
could exploit the working class. 


No More Proletariat 
It is clearly impossible. Marx said:" 

“In order that the proletariat may emancipate itself, it 
must smash the capitalist class, take the implements and 
means of production | from | the capitalists and abolish the 
conditions of production which create the proletariat.” 

Can it be said that the working class of the U.S.S.R. has 
already achieved these ¢onditions for its emancipation? 


Undoubtedly it can and” should be said. 
What does this mean? It means that» ‘the otbietariat of the 


U.5.S.R, has” become transformed into an entirely new. class, ‘into 
“the working class of the U:S.S.R., which has abolished the capital- 


ist system of economy and has established the’ socialist owner- 
ship of implements and means of production and is directing 
Soviet society along the path to Communism. As. you see, the 
working class of the U.S.S.R. is an entirely new working class, 
freed from- eae ene. having no coutrerpet in the history 


of mankind. 


7% ‘New Hiasantry 


It is customary to say that the peasantry is a class of small 


' producers, ,with atomized members, scattered .over the face of 
' the whol€ country, ploughing their lonely furrows on their small 
farms with backward technique, slaves of private property, ex-]: 


ploited with impunity by landlords, kulaks, merchants, specula- 
etc.. Indeed, the peasantry ‘in: capitalist countries, 
bearing in’mind the main ‘mass, is such a class. a i 

We no longer have. such a peasantry in our country, Our Soviet 
peasantry. is an entirely | new peasantry. We no longer have land- 
lords and kulaks, mer¢hants and usurers to. exploit’. peasants. 
Consequerifly. our peasantry is a peasantry freed from exploita- 
tien. Further, the. overwhelming. majority. of our peasantry is col- 
lective farm peasantry, i.e. it bases its: work and its possessions 
not on individual labor arid backward’ technique but on collective 


labor and modern. technique. 


‘Finally, the economy) of our peasantry ig not based on private 
property but on -gollective. property, which grew up on the basis 
of collective. labor. As you see, the Soviet peasantry. is an entirely 
new peasantry, having 4 ho counterpart in’ the history of mankind. 


New Kind of Intellectu Is. i. 
let us pass’ to the question of the intellectual, the ques- 
technical’ workers, the workers on the 
mployes generally, ‘etc. They too have] 
ges during the past. period. ‘There is no 
t datelligenteit '* as es. to aie 


Finally, 
tion of engineering and 
cultural tront, office — 
undergone great cha 


LEADERS OF the Soviet Union at the ‘Soviet nem Stalin is 
shown at the right. | 


itself above classes, but in fact, as a mass, Served the landlords 
and capitalists. Our Soviet intelligentsia is bound by all its roots 
vo the working class and the peasantry. 

As you see, this is an entirely new working class intelligentsia, 
for which you will not find a CeunterBant in any country on the 
globe. * 

Such are the changes which have taken place in the recent 
period in the ciass strugsle of Soviet society. 


Ciass Lines Vanish 

They signify, first, that the dividing line between the working 

; and’the peasantry, as well as that between these classes and 
wut .ntelligentsia is becoming obliterated, and that the old class 
exclusiveness is disappearing. This means that the distance be- 
tween tese social groups is more and more diminishing. 

They signify, secondly, that the economic contradictions be- 
tween these social groups is subsid.ng, is becoming obliterated. 

They signify, finally, that t!.. polftical contradictions between 
them are also subsiding, !-voming obliterated. 

As is well k2own t: . soviet Union comprises about 60 nations, 
national groups aii nationalities. The Soviet state is a ntulti- 
national ‘state. Clearly the question of the interrelations among 
peoples of the U.S.S.R. cannot but be of first rate importance to us. 


National Friction Gone 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formed, as is well 
known, in: 1922 ‘at the First Congress of Soviets of the U.S.S.R. 
It was formed on the principles’ of equality and free will of 
the peoples of: the U.S.S.R. The constitution now in force, adopted 
in 1924, is the first constitution of the U.S.S.R. . 

The Genod that has passed undoubtedly shows that the experi- 
ment in forming a multi-national state ‘greated on the basis of 
socialism has been entirely successful. This is an undoubted 
victory of Lenin’s national policy. (Prolonged applause.) 

How is this victory to be explained? 

The very absence of the exploiting classés which are the prin- 
cipal organizers of strife between the nationalities, the absence of 
breeding mutual distrust and fanning nationalist 
passions, the fact that the power is held by thé working class, 
which is the enemy of all enslavement and the faithful bearer of 
ideas of internationalism, the materialization in reality of mutual 
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afd of the peoples in all fields of economic and social life, and 


Ready for Defense of the U.S.S.R. 


STALIN speaks to Voroshilov, Soviet Commissar of War, who 
reported on the first-rate defense equipment of the Soviet Red 
Army, at the Congress o Soviets. 


Eg a a ea De Salt RE a Ne RRS ed A Sex, I ARE Lio Sd 
finally the high development of the national culture of: the peoples' 
of the U.S.S.R., culture that is national) in form and sodialist in 
content—as a-.result of’all these and similar factors, the peoples 
of the U.S.S.R. have radically changed their characteristics. Their 
feeling of ‘mutual, distrust. has disappeared. | The feeling of mutual 


friendship has developed, and. thus fraternal co- operation of the | P 


peoples has been established. in the system-of a single union State. 

As a result, we now have a fully formed multi-national social- 
ist state, which’ has passed all tests and which has a stability 
which any national state in RY part of the: world aid well envy. 
(ous applause. d: 


The New. Constitution - 


the draft of the new y ecamaat 
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unshakable. 


How. are ‘these. changes in the life of the USS.R.. reflected in 
, tala Hagceens fis piel 


cording to his needs,” although it sets itself the aim of achieving 
the materialization of this higher phase, full Communism, in the 
future. 

Thus the draft of the ndw constitution sums up the path al- 
ready traversed, sums up the gains already achieved. Consequently 
it is the record and legislative enactment of what has been 
achieved and won in fact. | (Loud applause.) 


Capitalism vs. Socialism 

The constitution of bourgeois countries are usually taken as a 
point of departure for the conviction that the capitalist system is 
The main bages of these constitutions form. the 
principles of capitalism, and are its principal mainstays, namely: 
private ownership of land, forests, factories, shops and other im- 
plements and means of prodyction; exploitation of man by rnan and 
the existence of exploiters and exploited; insecurity for the toiling 
majority at one pole of society and luxury for the non-toiling but 
well-secured minority at the) other pole, etc. 

They rest on these and similar mainstays of capitalism. They 
reflect them, they fix them by legislation. 

Thé main foundation of jthe draft of the new constitution of 
the U.S.S.R. is formed of the principles of socialism and its chief 
mainstays, already won and put into practice, namely, the socialist 
ownership of lands, forests, factories, shops and other implements 
and means of production; abolition of exploitation and exploiting 


__4classes; abolition of poverty, for the majority and luxury for the 


minority;. abolition of uneim loyment; work as an obligation and 
duty and the honor of every able-bodied citizen according to the 
formula: ‘“He.who does not work, neither shall he eat,” i. e., the 
right of every citizen to réceivé guaranteed work; the right to 
rest and leisure; the right to education, etc. 

The draft of the new cofstitution rests on these. 


No Class Antagonisms 


Bourgeois ‘constitutions tacitly proceed from the 
premise that society consists of antagonistic classes, of ‘classes 
which own wealth and classes. which do not own wealth; that 
whatever party comes to power in the state guidance of society 
(dictatorship) must belong to the bourgeoisie; that the constitution 
is needed to consolidate the social order désired by and for the 
advantage of the propertied classes. 

Unlike the bourgeois constitutions, the draft of the new con- 
stitution of the U.S.S.R. proceeds from the fact that antagonistic 
classes no longer exist‘in our society, that our society consists of 
two friendly classes the workers and peasant, that precisely these 
toiling classes are in power, that the staté guidance of society 
(dictatorship) belongs to the working class as the advanced class 
of society, that the constitution is needed to consolidate the social 
order desired by and of advantage to the toilers. 


Equality of Peoples 

To continue: Bourgeois constitutions tacitly; proceed from the 
premise that nations and races cannot be equal, that there are na- 
tions with. full rights and hations not possessing full rights; that 
in addition there is a third category of nations or races, for ex- 
ample in colonies, who haye still fewer rights than those which 
do not possess full rights.! This means that at bottom all these 
constitutions are nationalistic, i, e., constitutions of ruling nations. 

As distinct from these constitutions the draft of the new con- 
stitution of he U.S.S.R. is, on the contrary, profeundly interna- 
tional. It proceeds from the premise that all nations and races 
have equal rights. It progeeds from the premise that color or 
language differences, differences in cultural level or the level of 
state development as well as any other difference between nations 
and races, cannot serve as pean for justifying national inequal- 
ity of rights. 


Only Cornplete Democracy 

It proceeds from the premise that all nations and races irre- 
spective of their past | or} present position, irrespective of their 
strength or weakness, “must enjoy equal rights in all spheres; 
economic, social, state and) the cultural life df society. 

Such is the fourth. feature of the draft of the new constitution. 

The fifth specific feature of the draft of the new constitution 
is its consistent and fully sustained democracy. 

From the ‘viewpoint of democracy, the bourgeois constitutions 
may be divided into two . groups. One group of constitutions 
openly denies or virtually negates equality of the rights of citi- 
zens and democratic libefties. The other group of: constitutions 
willingly accepts and even advertises democratic principles, but in 


To continue: 


| doing so makes such reservations and restrictions that democratic 


rights. and liberties prove |to be utterly mutilated, * 
They talk about equal) suffrage for all citizens but immediately 
limit it by residential, “equueditional ‘and even by property qualifi- 
cations. ‘They talk about equal rights of citizens; but immediately 
‘make the reservation that this does not épnly to women, or only 
partly applies to them, e 


USSR. is that it is free 
“Active and passive ¢ 
zens, are active. 
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property or. without prop erty, educated or uneducated, 


For it all citizens arg equal in their rights. Neither property 
status’ nor national origin, nor sex, nor official standing, but only. 
‘and personal labor of every, citizen de- 


the personal capabilities 
a society. 


A specific feature of ‘the draft of itie new constitution of the 
from such reservations and restrictions. 
tizens do not exist for ‘it; for it all citi- 
It recognizes no difference in the rights of men. 
and women, “of fixed abode” and “without fixed abode,” with 
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Guarantees of Democracy 


the formal rights of citizens without concerning themselves about 


equality of citizens but forget that real equality between master 


‘}and workman, between landlord and peasants, is impossible if. the 


former enjoy wealth. and the political weight in society,-while the 


latter are exploited. 


transfers the center of gravity. to questions of the guarantee of 
these rights, to the question of the means of exercising them. 

It does not merely proclaim the equality of the rights of citi- 
zens but ensures them by® legislative enactment of. the fact of 
liquidation of the regime of exploitation, by the fact of liberation 
of citizens from any ‘exploitation. 


. Socialist Democracy 
It not only’ proclaims the right to work, ‘but ensures it by 
legislative enactment of the fact of non-existence ‘of crises in So- 
viet society, and the fact of abolition of unemployment. It not 
merely proclaims democratic liberties but guarantees them in 
legislative enactments by providing. definite material facilities, 


Bourgeois Critics of Constitution 


A few words about bourgeois criticism of the draft constitution. 

The first sign of reaction by the foreign press to the draft, 
constitution expressed a definite tendency to hush it up. In thi 
case I have the most reactionary Fascist press, This group of 
critics considered that the best tactics was, simply to’ bg mum 
about the draft constitution and present the matter as if the draft 
did no exist, does not exist at all. 

It: may be said that silence is not criticism. 
silly and ridiculous form, but it is a form of criticism, nevertheless. 
(General laughter, applause.) j ; 

But the hushing-up method didn’t work out well. They were 
deplorable thqugh it-may be, the draft constitution of the U.S.S.R._ 
does exist and not only exists but is beginning to exert a pernici- 
ous influence on pegple’s minds. 

Readers, living people, exist, who want to know the truth 
about facts and who cannot possibly be kept in the clutches of 
deception for long: You cannot get very far with deception. 


Not an Empty Promise 
The second group of critics admits that a draft of the .consti- 
tution is really in existence but consider the present draft of no 
great interest because it is really not a draft but blank sheets of 
paper, empty promises intended as a maneuver to deceive people. 


| Facts, Not Promises 
In 1917 the peoples of the U.S.S.R. overthrew the bourgeoisie 
and established a dictatorship of the proletariat, Soviet power. 
This is a fact and not a promise. 7 
Then the Soviet power liquidated the landlord class aaa pends 
ferred to the peasants more than 70,000,000 acres of land ‘formerly 
owned by the landlords, the government afid the monasteries, in 


A Defense Force of 7000 Planes 


SOVIET RED ARMY leaders told Congress of Soviets that the 
Soviet Union will soon have an air force of 7000 planes for de- 
fense against Fascist attacks. Photo shows new Soviet plane. 


addition to lands which were already in the possession of. the 
peasants. 

This is a fact and not a promise. 

Then the Soviet power expropriated the ‘Sapitalist class, took, 
from them the banks, factories, railways and other implements 
and means of production, and declared these socialist property, 
and put the best members of the working class at the head of 
these enterprises. 

This is a fact and not a promise. (Prolonged applause.) - 

And then after organizing industry and agriculture on new, 
socialist lines, with a new technical .basis, Soviet power brot 
about such a state of affairs that now agriculture in the U.S.S.R. 
produces one and a half times more than in pre-war times, in- 
dustry produces seven times more than pre-war, and the national 
income has increased four-fold compared to pre-war. _ 

All of these are facts. and not promises. Prolonged applause.) 


More Stubborn Facts 


The Soviet power abolished unemployment, carried into life 
the right to Work, the right to rest and leisure, and the right to 
education, ensured better material ‘and cultural conditions ‘for 
workers, peasants and intellectuals, ensured the introduction: of. 
universal, direct and equal suffarge with secret ballot for citizens. 

All of these are facts and not promises. (Prolonged applause.) 

Finally, the U.S:S.R. produced a draft of the new constitution 
which is not a promise but is a record and legislative enactment 
of these universally known facts, a record and legislative -enact- 
ment of what has already been achieved and won. 

A third group of critics are not averse to admitting that. the 
draft constitution has certain merits. They consider it a: good 
thing. But, ypu see, they doubt very “much whether - some of its. 
postulates could be put into practice, for they are convinced ‘these 
postulates are altogether impracticable and must remain on paper. 

These ¢ritics are skeptics, to put it mildly. 


When the Bolsheviks took power in 1917,. the skeptics said: “Bol-. 
sheviks' aren’t bad fellows, perhaps, but they. won't’ succeed: with 
power. They. wil] fail.” It turned out, however, that the skeptics 
failed and ‘not the Bolsheviks. : 

»When the Soviet power ‘published the. first Five-Year. Plan 
skeptics again came on the scene, saying: The Five-Year, Plan is 
a good thing, of course, but hardly feasible. It must be expected 
that, the Bolsheviks wil] fail with the Five-Year Plan.” — 


again: the Five-Year Plan was‘‘carried out in four years. | on 
The same thing. must, be said about. the draft of the new C 

| stitution and the criticism of it by the skeptics. There is 

son to doubt that oh this. occasion also ‘the: skeptics will f 

faiftoday as they failed more than once jin the past. 
A ee group. of criticism attacking barat, of the 

heaps es (Continued on ria o. 


Finally, there is:one other specific feature in the draft -of' the st 
new constitution, ~~ ; 
Bourgeois ‘constitutions usually. limit themselves to- recording. 


the conditions for exercising these rights, about the possibility ‘of 
exercising them, the means of exercising them. They speak about 


latter is deprived of both; if the former are exploiters and’ the: 


A specific feature of the draft of the new constitution is that 
it does not limit itself to recording formal rights of citizens, ‘but |: 


fa bt 
sect asnahaarnanege heergpegenater oso ation aatonmenitiepignsterrep epee eanigetmsaempeitin 
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ultimately compelled to open the valve and tell the world that - 
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It must be said that this is not the first time we meet them:. 


Re 
Facts, however, proved that\the skeptics were, unlucky. once 
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Freedom Known in World to the 


5 . Bolshevist regime.” 


a more flexible and consequently more powerful system of state 


TON THE NEW 
N OF THE USSR 


Ng Beatties Brings Highest Madeers of, 


People af the Soviet Union 


— (Continued iron Page 5) 
Constitution describe it as “a swing to the right,” as a renuncia- 


tion of the dictatorship of the proletariat,” 
. What can be said about these critics hit they can.be so styled? 
If they interpret” the expansion of the Base of the dictatorship of 
\ the working class and the transformation of the dictatorship into 


guidance of society, not-as a strengthening ofthe dictatorship of 


\the working class, but as its weakening, or even: its renunciation, 


then it is permissible to, ask: “Do these. gentlemen know at all 
what the dictatorship of the working class is?” 

If they describe the legislative enactment of the victory of so- 
cidlism, the legislative enactment of the success of .industrializa- 
tion, collectivization and democratization as “a swing to the right,” 
then it is permissible to|ask: “Do these gentlemen know at all 
the difference between left ahd righ?t” (Laughter and applaiise.) 


~ About Political Parties 


Finally, there is one more group of critics. Whereas the pre- 


-ceding group charges that the draft Constitution renounced the 


dictatorship of the working class, this group, on the contrary, 


charges; that the draft makes\no change in the existing position 


of the ‘US.S.R.; that it leaves\the dictatorship of the. working 
class. intact, does not provide freedom of political parties, and 
_ preserves the present leading position of the Communist Party | 
of the U.S:S.R. 

I must admit the draft of the new. constitution really does 
leave in force the regime of the dictatorship of the working class, 
and also leaves unchanged the present leading position of the 
Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. (loud applause.) 


Party and Class 

If our venerable critics regard this as a shortcoming of the 
draft. constitution, this ¢an only be regretted. We Bolsheviks, 
however, consider this as a merit-of the draft constitution. (Loud 
applauje.) As for freedom for various political parties we here 
‘adhere to somewhat different’ views. 

The: party is part of the class, its vanguard section. Several 
parties and consequently freedom of parties can only exist in a 
society. where antagonistic classes exist whose interests are hos- 
tile amd irreconcilable, where there are ‘captalists and workers, 


landlords and peasants, kulaks and poor peasants. 


Bui; in the U.S.S.R. there are no longer such classes as Cap- 
‘italist:, landlords, kulaks, ete. In the U.S.S.R. there are only two 
Classes; workers and peasants, whose interests not only are not 
antagonistic but, on the contrary, amicable. Consequently there are 
no grcunds for the existenee of several parties ,and therefore for 
the e:jstence of freedom of such parties in the U.S.S.R. There; 
are grounds , for onlygone party ,the Communist Party, in the U. 
S.S.R:. Only one party |can. exist, the Communist Party which. 
boldly: defends the. interests of the workers and peasants to the. 
ivery end. And there can hardly be any doubt about the fact that 
it defends the. intérests of these classes. | ‘(Loud applause.) 

They talk about democracy. But what is democracy? Democ- 
racy iy capitalist countries where there are antagonijstic classes is 
‘in the last. analysis the democracy, for the strong, democracy 
for thé propertied minority. Democracy in the US.S.R., on the 
contrary, is democracy for all. But from this it follows that the 
principles of democracy are violated not by the ‘draft of the new 
constitution of the U.S.S/R. but by the bourgebdis constitutions. 

Theteis why I think that the constitution. of ‘the ULS.S.R. is the 
only tlboroughly democratic constitution in the world. 


~ Amendments to Constitution 


Let us pass now to the question of amendments .and addenda 


.to the draft constitution | proposed by citizens during the se uaa 


- wide discussion. 

The’ distinguishing feature of the amendments in the first 
category is that ‘they do not deal witfi the question of the consti- 
tution but with quéstions affecting current legislative work of the 
future. legislative bodies. 

But the constitution is not a code of laws. 
fundamental law and only fundamental law. 
| The: second category belongs to amendments and addenda, 
the object, of which is’ to introduce into thé constitution elements 
lof historical references or elements of declarations coneerning 
what Soviet power has not yet achieved and what it should 
achieve in the future. 
ae think that such amendments and addenda should be put 
aside as having no direct relation to the constitution. 

‘ The constitution is a record and legislative. enactment of those 
gains which have already been achieved*and secured. — 

Finally, the third category includes amendments and addenda 
which ‘have direct relatian to the draft constitution. 


t On Right of Secession 
A considerable number of the amendments in this category 
apply to wording. As for other amendments of the third casegory, 
they have more material importance. 
‘An ‘amendiment ‘to Article 17 of the draft proposes entirely to 
delete from the draft constitution Article 17 which speaks of re- 
taining the right for Union Republics freely to secede from the 


The pneeOS is 


USSR, 


I think this proposal is wrong and therefore should not b 
adopted by the Congress. The USSR. is a voluntary union of 
“Unjon Republics enjoying, equal rights. ‘To delete from the con- 
stitution the article stipulating the right freely to secede from the 


USSR. would mean voltling the voluntary character of this 


union. | 


It is said there is ‘not. a single republic of the U.S.S R. that 


- would! want to secede: from it, and therefore ‘Article 17 has no 


practical significance. 

public ‘would. want to secede from the, U.S.S.R. But this. does not 

prove that we should not record in the constitution. the right of 

_ the Union Republics. freely to secede from the U.S.S:R.. 
On Autonomous Republics 


There is also the proposal to supplement Chapter Two of the | 


- draft constitution with a new article to the effect that autonomous | 


| Soviet ‘Republics on reaching the necessary level of. economic and 
cultural. development may be transformed into. Union Soviet 
Socialist Republics, I think this ‘proposal: should not’ be adopted. 
‘What are the ‘indications: which justity the transfer of autono- 
mous ‘republics to. the category of union republics?: There are 


ree. such indications. In the first place, a republic must be al 
border ‘republic 


which is not surroundéd on all sides by other 
; of the USSR; tor if -a’ ee, oe See i 


a “liquidation of the ' We 


SCENE 


boats tied up near Paris. 


Reeonates it' is necessary that the sationeliy which gives a 
Soviet republic its name must represent a more or less compact 
majority of that republic. Take, for example, the Crimean auton- 
omous republic. This is a border republic, but the Crimean Tar- 
tars are not the majority of that republic; on the contrary, they 
are a minority. Hence, it would be wrong and illogical to trans- 
fer the Crimean republic to the category of a Union Republic. 

In the third place, such.a republic must not be very smal] in 
population; it ought to have a population of, say, not less but 
rather more than one million at least. Why? Because it would 
be wrong to assume that a small, Soviet Republic, with a small 
population and a small army, could count on maintaining its inde- 
pendent state existence. There can hardly be any doubt that the 
imperialist beasts of prey would quickly lay hands on it. 

‘lL think that unless these three objective indications were in 
evidence, it would be wrong at the present historical moment to 
raise the question of transferring one autonomous republic or an- 
other to the category of union republics. 


Single Legislative Power 


Then follows an amendment to Article 40, proposing that the 
Presidium. of the Supreme Council be invested with the right to 
issue provisional legislative acts. 

I think this amendment is wrong and should not be. adopted 
by the Congress. We must at last put on end to the situation ‘in 
which not one body, but a number of bodies legislate. Such a 
situation contradicts the principle of stability of laws now more 
than ever. The. legislative power of the U.S.S.R. must be exer- 
cised by one single body, the Supreme Council of the U.S.S.R. 

Then follows an: amendment to the same Article 48, which re- 
quires. that the number of vice-presidents of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Couneil of the U.S.S.R. be increased to eleven in order 
that there may be one vice-president from each Union Republic. 
I think that this amendment could be adopted because it, is an 
improvement and can only enhance the prestige of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Council of the U.S.S.R. 

Then follows an amendment to Article 77. 

Then follows an amendment to Article 77. It calls for the or- 
ganization of -a new All-Union People’s Commissariat, the Peo- 
ple’s Commissariat of Industry Working for Defense. I think this 
amendment should also be adopted (applause), for the time is ripe 

to single out: our ‘defense industry and give it a proper Commis- 
sariat: T think this could only serve to improve the defense of our 
country. 
“Then follows an amendment to Article 124 of the draft con- 
stitution; calling for prohibition of the performance of religious 
rites. .I,think this amendment should be rejected as not being in 
conformity with the spirit of our constitution. . 

Finally, there is one more amendment—to Article 135 of the 
dtaft constitution. It proposes that ministers of religion, former 
witite guards, ( and all persons of pre-revolutionary time who 


It calls for the 


| 


SPECIFIC FEATURES OF THE SPAN 


By M. ERCOLI In the second place, the Span- 
‘. (Second Installment) ish workers were under the 
At all stages of -development| strong influence of the Social- 


—|getting more favorable 


“Trade Barrier? 


BUENOS AIRES, Inbevattde —cndee mission of President 
Roosevelt at the PansAmerican Peace Conference, was re- 


vealed here in his. pe on 
ference. 


“Every nation of Ibe. ‘world has felt the evil effects of 


recent efforts to erect ttade bar- 
riers of every known kind,” said 
Roosevelt, thereby bringing for- 
ward the line of Wall Street in 


IN STRIKE of bargemen on the fies Seine, showing trying to edge out British \ im- 


perialism in South *America\ by 
trade 
arrangements for American im- 
perialism. 

The President expressed the }, 
world sentiment for peace: 

“I am profoundly convinced 
that the plain people everywhere 
in the civiilzed world today wish 
to live in peace with one an- 
other. And still leaders and 
governments resort to war.” | 

oosevelt proposed: 

“First, it is our duty ‘by every 
honorable means to prevent any 
future war 
This can best be done through 
the strengthening of the proeess- 
es of constitutional democratic 
government—to make these pro- 
cesses conform to the modern 
need for unity and efficiency 
and, at the same time, pfeserve 
the individual liberties of our 
citizens.” 

And yet the Presitient failed 
to mention that Brazil, to whose 
Congress and Supreme ‘Court he 
spoke a few days pré@vious, is 
controHed by a viciously reac- 
tionary dictatorship even though 
nominally a “republic” 

Brazil has thousands of polit- 
ical prisoners jailed, including 
Luis Carlos Prestes, idolized 
leader of the Brazilian masses. 

Roosevelt likewise | omitted 


mention of Peru wheré a dicta-; 


torship recently set itself up by 
force, and cancelled the elec- 
tions which were, won by Pop- 
ular Front representatives. 


Reference in Speech Is 
Directed at British Imperialists; 
F.R. Voices Peace Sentiments 


among ourselves.” 


Ras opening day of the con- 


BRAZIL USES 
NAZI METHOD 


35 Political Victims 
Face “Security 
Tribunal” 


RIO’. DE JANETRO—Borrow- 
ing a German Nazi _ method, 
Dictator Getulio Vargas of Bra- 
zil has set up a special court 


called the “National Security 
Tribunal” to try 35 political 
prisoners, headed by the idol- 


ized leader of the Brazilian peo- 
ple, Luis Carlos Préstes. 


Among the prisoners are 
Pedro Emesto Baptista, former 
mayor. of Rio de Janeiro, and 
Harry Berger, German anti-Fas- 
cist. 


The 35 prisoners have been in 
the Brazilian torture prisons for 
nearly one year, and now are to 
face a Hitler-type beheading 
court. 


Protests are urged, to be sent 
to the Brazilian government, and' 
to the Brazilian Embassy in 
Washington, D. C., and to all 
Brazilian consulates. 3 


| AUTO UNION GAINS 
DETROIT.—As many as 3200 


| Detroit auto workers in a week 


| have joined the United Auto- 
mobile Workers Union, in an‘ or- 
ganizational drive. 


are not engaged in socially useful laboér should be deprived of suf- 


frage, or, at all events, that suffrage for this category of persons 


be restricted exclusively to a passive election right. 


I think this amendment should also be rejected. The Soviet 
power idid not deprive the non-working and exploiting elements 


to suffrage for all time, but only temporarily, up to a certain 


time. There was a time when 
against the people and) resisted 


priving them of suffrage represented the reply of the Soviet 


power to this resistan¢e. 


Not a little time hag passed since then 


these elements waged open war 
Soviet laws. The Soviet law de- 


. During the past period 


we have brought about a state of affairs in which the exploiting 
classes have been annjhilated and the Soviet power has become 


an invincible force. ‘Hasn’t the 
I think the time has arrived. 


Role of Spain Working Class': 


ISH REVOLUTION 


the penetration of workers’ 
ganization and~- workers’ 
pline into the ranks of the work- 


or- 


disci- 


time arrived to revise this law? 


San Pedro 
Meet Organized Labor at 


QUALITY CAFE 
S07 West 6th St., 
San Pedro, Calif. 


San Francisco 


=u 


®% 


To Fascist Italy 


* 


“Oakland J “AntiF teacist| 
Fights. Deportation 


NEW YORK.,-A writ of ‘cer- 
tiorari has been filed in the 
U.S. Supreme Court requesting 
the appeal of Vincent. Ferrerro, 
60, anti-Fascist facing deporta- 
tion to Italy, be heard, the Amer- 
ican Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born has announced. 

Attorneys retained by the 
Ferrerro-Sallitto Defense Confer- 
ence filed the writ. 

Ferrerro, wh oentered the U.S. 
in. 1905, was: arrested in 1934 in 
Oakland, Calif. 


Japan Devotes Half 
Of Budget to Anti- 
Soviet War Plans 


TOKYO—In conjunction with 
its anti-Soviet agreement with 
Nazi Germany, Japan. had - its 
cabinet give unqualified approval 
to its 3,041,000,000 yen (approx- 
imately $92,250,000) budget for 
the forthcoming fiscal year, near- 


jly..half of which it earmarked 


for war measures, 

The burget included 728 million 
j yen for the army, and 681 mil- 
lion yen for the Navy. 

The Japanese foreign office 
jalso announced negotiations for 
bringing Italy mto the robber 
pact against the Soviet Union, 
were nearing conclusion. 


Anti-Communism 
Cardinal’s Purpose 


up Protestants with Roman Ca- 
tHolics in a world fight against 
Communism was the purpose of 
Cardinal Pacelli’s visit to Amer- 
ica, Chairman Harry P. Ward 
of the American League Against 
War and Fascism, said here. He 
also tried to have President 
Roosevelt send an envoy to Va- 
tican City, the papal territorial | 


| state, he said. * 
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RESE 


New Year’s Eve is 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1936 


He Disagrees With 


CHICAGO.—An attempt to line , 


= lbs 


At is true, of course, that not a single re- |: 


jin: 


of: the revolution :in Spain, the 
working class took upon. itself 
the initiative in all the chief 
actions against the forces of re- 
action. 

The working class was the sou] 
of the movement which over- 
threw the dictatorship of Primo 
De‘ Rivera and the monarchy. 
Strikes and demonstrations of the 
workers in all the. big indus- 
trial. towns were the starting 
point for the mighty wave of 
the mass people’s movement in 
the towns, in the villages, in the 
army, against which the mon- 
archy was unable to stand. 

Tireless Struggle 

The tireless heroic struggle of 
the working class has helped to 
deepen the people’s character of 
the revolution, in spite of. all 
the efforts of the capitalist class, 
of the Republicdn leaders. and 
even of. the Socialist Party to 
hi 
ment. 

The working class of Spain has 
a tremendous historic service to 


-aghinst. the. Fascist onslaught was 
raiséd by the general strike and 
the. armed struggle of the As- 


OF a bloody defeat, the 
be class after October was, 
‘and still is, the. organizer .and 
main: backbone of the anti-Fas- 
“ People’ s Front. 

But. the special character of 
the - evolution in Spain consists 
abdye wall in the peculiarity of 
‘the? conditions in which the 


workers: bring about their hege- 


‘mony in the. revetatien 
i Se Split in: Working C 
He: split in the : working. ‘Class 
Sp its own special fea- 
ture. In ee ace, the work- 
ing ¢lass of Spain was at the 
which | timé :of the overthrow of the 


»| monarchy » th 1981 without & gen- 
‘mass .Communigt Party,|the Communist 

- only | parties, mass anarcho-syndicalist 
orgnuieatione. The ideology and the iia a 


Re 


=. 


er and crush the mass move- 


Sui sepintea 
But ‘acolonicelly and | practice 
eS ee buiey, iad beac ‘a * ssigabornte to 


ist Party during the period while | ing class. 
@ mass Communist Party was Spanish anarchism is a pecu- 
growing up in the process ofthe| liar phenomenon which reflects 
revolution. For decades the So-| the economic backwardness of 
cialist Party had been themeans| the country and the backward- 
through which the influence of| ness of its state structure, the 
the capitalists penetrated to the seasrene tinea of the | working 
working class and for two-and-a-| elass,'the existence of numerous 
half years was in coalition with strata of declassed elements and 
the capitalists. finally a, specific particularism— 
This Party had much stronger | features which are characteristic 
positions in the working class} of countries with strong feudal 
than, for example, the Russian | relies. 
Mensheviks in 1905 and in 1917.] At the present time, when ‘the 
Syndicalist Hindrances Spanish people are | exerting 
In the third place—and this|évery effort to drive back the 
distinguished and distinguishes | frantic attack of furious. Fascism, 


* % when the Anarchist workers .are 
For Study and fighting bravely at the fronts, 
Discussion 


there are plenty of |elements 

which, hiding behind the prin- 

This is the second of a ser-| | ciples of anarchism, are) weaken- 
ies of six icles on the Span- 

ish Revolution by M. Ercoli, a 


ing the solidarity ‘and unity of 
the People’s Front by hasty pro- 

member of the Executive Com- 

mittee of the Communist. In- 


jects for compulsory ‘collectiv- 
ternational. 


ization,” the “abolition |of mon- 

ey,” the preaching of: “organized 
Succeeding installments will} | undiscipline,”’ etc. 

be “Role of Peasantry,” “The The ‘tremendous service per- 

Petty-Bourgeoisie,” “The Cap-| | formed by the Communist Party 

italist Class,” and “The Peo-: 

ple’s Front..’ 


of Spain consists in the fact that, 
while tirelessly and consistently 
The series is intended for struggling to eliminate .the split, 
study and discussion in study| | it fought and is fighting to create 
circles, classes and Communist} | the greatest possible pretequisites 
Party units. Additional read-| | for ensuring the hegemony of 
ing material suggested in-| | the working class as ‘the basic 
cludes “Revolt in Spaim” by|| factor for the victory of the 
Harry Gannes and Théodore} | bourgeois-democratic revolution. 
Repard; the “Communist” 
ann “Communist | Internation- 


The establishment of a united 
front between the Socialist and 

vgeveik in Spain,” a recent-. 
ly published book, is being 


Communist Parties, the forma: 
tion of a united organization of 
the toiling youth, the formation 

given free with a yearly sub-| | of a united party of the workers 
scription—new or renewed—| | in Catalonia, and finally, ' the 
to the Western Worker. See| | most important, the conversion 
accompanying .advertisement| | of the Communist Pars itself 
on this. page. - | into’ a big mass party with tre- 
* - —_- * | mendous and hori —all influ- 
ae from. ‘all other countries ence and authority—all) this. is 
Europe—there are in the} a guarantee that the working 
Sodnten working pany: along with | class will be able still. b otter ‘to 
and Socialist | bring. about its hege tak- 

ing upon itself the eagle: , ip of 

aaling We'G oh f_move- 
ng it to vi . 


- organizations mt OT 


Yuletide Banquet, Benefit, 
een Sehool, Atwy. ©. F, 230° 
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Dr. Z. Klein 


(D.C.) 
ER iy ON 
: Adjustments 
306 No. Soto St. 
Los Angeles, California. 
Tel. AN 0420 


Readers! 


Alaska Articles 


% 
% 


EDITOR:—In the October issue 
and tell you that the writer of 
of the Western Worker appeared 
an article titled: “Fish Every- 
where, But None for the Alaska 
Cannery Workers.” 

The writey of this article gives 
this article exaggerates. I don’t 
want to say he lies, because no 
doubt he is writing of condi- 
tions in his cannery and per- 
haps some other cannery. 

Well, I’m going to be frank 

I'm well acquainted with con- 
ditions .in several canneries, es- 
peccially Diamond M and Dia- 
mond NN in the Bristol Bay Dis- 
trict. We had all the fish we 
wanted, The assistant cook had 
orders to catch fish for us. When 
he did not get any, our head 
waiter would go to the cannery 
and take his cHdice, and nobody 
could stop him. It would have 
been too bad for anyone who 
tried to do so! 
us the impression that the work- 
ers in his cannery were a bunch 
of chickens with no spunk in 
them. . 

The Western Worker publishes 
the truth and nothing but the 
truth, so fellow workers be care- 
ful when vou write articles’ for 
this working class paper. 

Philip’ Cano. 


—— ¥* 


t 

Dr. Franklin Bisse!l, 

PHYSICIAN and SURGEON 
San Francisco Office 

870 Market St., SUtter 4903 

(Call this number day, night, 


and holidays) 
3-5 p. m., Tues., Thurs., Sat. 
Oakland Office—532 15th St. 
3-5 p. im. Mon., Wed., Fri. 
TEmplebar 6244 


Home, AShberry 9325 
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RVED 


the 5th Birthday of | 


estern Worker. The Calif. Western. 
aily Worker Drive Committee and! 
the Communist Party hereby reserves New 
Year’s Eve for celebrations to raise funds 
to maintain and improve the voices of the 


Labor Party. 


We respectfully request that non-party 
workers organizations not plan any affairs 
for New Years Eve but to support the 
Western Worker affairs in their localities. 


. Watch for an announcement. of | the 
New Year’s Eve Affair in your city. 7 


What’ s Doing In California 


Parties, Affairs, ‘Meetings, Classified Advertisements 
—Advertise Here and Get Results—Low Rates at 15 Cents 


per Line, Paid in Advance. 


* ¢ @ 


ATTENTION, AFFAIR COM- All friends of labor - 
MITTEES! Place the dates of| ical prisoners Sed een tacunes 
your affairs with Western Work- this date open: SATURDAY, 
er Co-ordination Committee to| DECEMBER 19—8 p..m. When 
avoid duplication. the 8th Annual LL.D. Xmas 

Advertising Dept. | Prisoners’ Relief and Defense 
Dance will be held at 1254 Mar- 
ket Street. Watch for further 
Announcements. 


Los Angeles 


sates eee ees 
Workers 230 

L. A. al ll i rie 
18 p. m. sae es coe. 


San Francisco 


Next F. S. -U. -Wistoherinka M 
Sat., Jan. 30, 1937. 


WATCHMAKER — “Any Watch 
repaired $1.00, -Guaranteed 2 
‘years, 2014% Sutter St. 


| heey tbe ate! open! 
Sun. Eve, 20th Dec, |day, Dee. 
Des | day Bete eo 


(Saeeer, 


The Harbor Calis! Entertain- 
ment and Dance Sat., Dec, 5, 
Cultural Center, 230 § » Spring 
St. Adm, 25¢. 7:30 2 m. Aus. 
L. A .County Comm. C. P 


room Friendly’ organizations / 
are asked to note this date. 


8. Spring | * 


Thurs- | © 
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% 
uhenete a worker goes. out i : . 
on we pxket line and is at- sete tne 
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PY cog 


| By Jona Broman | 
tacxea anu suuggea by cops or| Baseballers Win 10-1 
—Viguantes, ie worker 1s luVari- A d 11-5 A 
amy cnargys witn “rioung’! or n s Soccer 
“ying tw £40i,° oy the auinisi- 
jsiiavOld OL Justice’ in Cautor Eleven Triumphs * 
nia. : ‘ | 
but when an eaitorial A By 7 Worker Correspondent, 


in 4 newspaper—as 1t appearead| SAN PRANCISCOQ—The Un- 


réecenuy i ste Dad Beraardino 
ion Recreatio 
hvening -bysgram, | artiur! iy, ation Center went to 


biown, eqivr—inciung to vigil- town again in the city sports 
dug VeLiOr: gud iyfeuing, these leagues last Sunday, November 
sdluie aUMNsWalors' ener pug-}48th. Both baseball nines won 
liuiy appiaua tne sentiments ex- 
Pirtsocu UL t£@lax In tnelr Over- 
otuuted CNalrs aud privately con- 
glavuiate te editor’. 
row abou”, getting Attorney 
General UW'S. wend to. give 
a iegal Opininn on whether tne 
stave law 18 violated in the 1oi-|POYS doing the New York Yan- 
iowing statement trom an eai-| Kees murderous _ row: stunt to 
lo1la. appearing in. tne above-|&tab 17 hits to the others’ nine. 
named newspaper: Risso, U.R.C. pitcher, had the 
“phis is a country of peace dpponents’ number and what- 
and order and ours 1s a govern- ever hits the Eagles got were 
ment by law. Yet the lynching |4Uickly picked up by the infield 
o1 a tew ratble-rousers in ‘the|4nd tne outfield to hold the 
pubile square. ougnt to be one|irds to one run. 
vi the early items on the Amer-| The main siuggers were D. 
ican agenda.” ' Decamp, centernelder, three 
In case you’ ve. forgotten,’ San| hits, two runs in five times at! 
bernardino ig the city where|bat}.O’Donnell, star U.R.C. catch- | 
a tew weeks: ago Charles) Mc-|er, three hits and two runs in 
Laucnlan, Cémmunist corigres- five. times at bat. The other 
sional candidate, was forcibly players’ got one run _ apiece, 
preventea ‘1rqam speaking over| while’ Starr, U.R.C. leftfielder, 
une radio by kKMown vigulantes. had his day off with no hits and 
- no runs for five times at bat. 
Just Like Hitler... i Next Sunday, December 6th, 
What does the San rteabe a game will be played at Jack- 
Evening ‘Yeteg:'am mean by ‘‘rab-}son Park, 12. noon, with the 
ble-rousers?”’ “ ‘strongest club in tne Class A} 
4t means by ‘this all people League, the Hoyces Sports Club, 
who call atte,stion to the | tact wno last Sunday beat Muny 
that ine majomty of tne Ameri-| Ciub, waich was considered tne 
can people aré pearing the Qur-)oest. ‘Inis wilt pe the game the 
aden of ‘the d2pression while al u.n.C. was looking tor so long. 
hanatuil of capitansts see their won't miss it. 
prouts rise -higner and higher, | U.K.C. Ciass C No. 2—11; 
or who cail atjention to the tact -: OP.B.C. (Lions) —5 
tuat ine_rich (an anord to: pay, ‘It seems that last Sunday’s 
ana tneretore » should be faxed opponents did not live up. to 
to pay social i¢gisiation. tneir times. Just like team No. 
bays this faspist minded news- 
a | _paper: 
‘ * -=Pne ‘rabble-rouser, whether 
hignly placsd. or low, \who 
muutns talsénogods about taxing 
‘use most able to pay’ is! san 
enemy to ou) democracy; be- 
cause he is using his intluence 
¢ to set the teet or nis countrymen 
on wrong paths and abusing the 
contidence the) repose in es 
He Wants to ‘Linch Them 
by this dhe. 


their games, and also the soccer 
eleven brought home the bacon. 
U.R.C. Class A No. 
Eagles No. 6—1l 

This game was a one-. sided 
slugging affair ‘with the. U.R.C. 


1—10; 


of tne skies,” team No. 2:°Class 
cv: muzziea tne “lord. of the jun- 
gles’ 
xrancisco Boys Club (Lions)’ to 
where tney looked. more {ike 
“sneep’ tnan “1ons’ at the ead 
ot the game. 

‘Pne 
than a hait hour and according 
10 League rules, any caup tnat 
aoesa’t show up at the given 
ume automaticaly forfeits, but 


.Edipr Browi, His nS 
ment ana defynition, wants to] “7 Ne gags Bave ieee 
see a 10U Of ‘zahroinia pdople chia at SOR see We ee 
1ynched. ours 


ror example, under his lynch the U.R,C. took the lead in 
rope would co;ne all the smaii| ‘“° first inning and held it to 
Inuependent merchants who| ‘€ end. 
sponsored the chain-store tax in| All games are stopped prompt- 
tne elections last month. Wasn't} /Y at a certain time—irom 10 to 
this a  taxettie-ricn measure,| +2, from 12° to. 2, from 2 to 4, 
aimed at the buge corporations|‘wo hours’ time limit or less. 
wien dominaty ene chain-store see 
field. 

ine Epics cilled attention’ to| flag, waves a copy of the Con- 
the tact that the working peo-|Stitution, and ‘comes out for 
pie and poor tarmers are béar-| “peace and order and ‘govern- 
Ing the. burden nf the depression } ment by law,” is typical“of the 
wich shoula ie forced upon fascist trends in tnis country. 
the capitalists' shoulders, so Knowing that they can’t trans- 
Eaitor Brown yndoubtedly has| port Hitierism bodily to Amer- 
his Fascist eye cocked at the] ia, these Fascists are going to 
kpic Assembiyrien, Upton Sin-}| shout apout “democracy” waile 
clair, and other Jeading Epics. clupbing the peopie over the 

And of. coune,’ he’d like to} head and shooting them in the 
sick the vigilanjes on all union | back. 
leaders who aie leading their; At this stage, only. a Farmer- 
unions in fights ‘or better wages.| Labor Party can insure the main- 

in short, -#ditjr Brown would} tenance of democracy, can claim 
like to set himself up ps Hitler to be. the real. standard: bearers 
ot California. j of Americanism, but the Fascists 

eo would. have you believe that 

U. S. Brand of }fitlerism ... | only Hearst, Morgan, Rockefeller, 

The fact that, this nesinbbe: Duront and Co. are “amerjeans 
wraps itself up’ ‘jn the American and “dernocrats.” 


Double the. Cc ommunist Pao ae GE 


eminem | eat, Se 


Y Recruit During the Holidays 


His two: application cards, 
proved his point. Around the 
turkey dinner, he switched the 
conversation to politics and the 
résult was—two new Party mem- 
ers. 
. ‘All Communist Party members 
should : bear this example in mind’ 
dufing:.the Christmas and New 


Just received: is an "excellent. 
Suggestion from one of.our com- 
rades for the» Browder-Ford 
Membership ‘Drive to double the 
enrollment in the Communist 

. Party, 

Coming into the office with 
two brand new application cards 
tilled out, he said: 


1 Cilpped the wings of the “boss | 


wnen they beat the San | stalled. 


‘“waons” were late more turning out more cans than the 


ANOTHER WINNER! 4 sl 
SEND IN YOUR STORY TODAY! 


You, too; can be a star correspondent for the Western Worker! 
And you,.too, can receive one of the swell workers’ books 
being given away free every week for the best story on this 
workers’ correspondent page. 
. ‘Latest prize-wimner, based on the past two issues, is P. C., a 
member of the Alaska VUannery Workers’ Union, of San Francisco, 
ior his story in the last issue on reactionaries in his. union, 

Ana we piize is “Polticai Economy” by the famed Soviet 
writer, Leontiev. . 

Lhe, vest workers’ correspondence story apparing in this and 
the next. issues Wlil receive the prize o1 “Death Ship,” story of an 
American seaman, by Bb. Traven. 

Aua 10r tne i0u0wing week is the very valuable prize of 

spain in wevoit,’ tne jus¢ published account of what's gong on 
sl opain in wie Light against Fascism, by Hacry Gannes and ‘1heo- 
uore mepard. 

SO ger Out your pencil, pen or typewriter, and get in the 
swim for these reai prizes—just write about conditions or events 
sn your snop, industry, trade union, larming community or neigh- 
vo-hood. 

Ana to make your stories really effective, order a bundle of 
the issue your story wiil appear n—at 214 cents per copy, prepaid 
—s0 your irienas, neighbors and feilow workers can read your 
stocy as weil, You'li ind they/il be giad to read our “Western.” 

Aaadress Workers’ UCorrespondence kditor, 1Z1 Haight Street, 
San brancisco. 


Alaska Ganners Worker Under 
Terrific Speed-up As The 
Fishing Season Started 


By a Worker Correspondent 
- (Continued from previous issues) 
BRISTOL BAY, Alaska—We were awakened at 3: a. m., 
had coffee and went to work, quitting at 7 a. m. for break- 
fast, and then went back into the harness at 7:30. 


Then worked till noon with a* 
half hour for lunch, back again 
ill 5 p. m. and at 5:30 back to | 
the old grind. We finished at | 
7, a few of the men having fin- 
sned at 6 and 6:30. All in all, 
the men took the long stretch 
in a fine manner. Allowing for 
tne fact that new machines were 
installed, the work went on 
without many interruptions. 


lution of our own under way. 
The first day out the Blue 
Flag was flying at the cannery, ' 
a symbol that the fishermen 
could go the limit. That is 1900, 
salmon. On the second day the 
Red Flag was run up, which 
meant that their limit was re- 
duced to some odd 1300 head. 
The same day little fish came in, 
New Machines 


One word about these new 
machines. They were just in- 
Six of these machines 
replaced mine of the old ones, 
that were capable of turning out 
139 cans a minute. On the new 
machines, six were capable of 


) worse. 

When the time limit was up 
and the fishermen came in to 
rest and get fresh provisions, 
they asked why their limit was 
reduced. The answer was that 
the cannery hands ‘were all new 
men and that they were not 
equal to the task. 

Machines to Blame ~ 

The truth was that the new } 
machines in our plant were 
‘breaking down continually, that 
wey were so damn precise that 
if they were off key 1-10UUth of 
an inch they would jam. 

The machinists were all in a 
sweat. They watched the ma- 
ghines continually, but they 
jammed and had to be continu- 
| ally adjusted. 

The trouble was that the 
working parts were not loosened 


ihe entire nine old ones. 


| About 20 men were expected 
‘to keep enough fish SLIMED 
to, keep three os these. machines 
going. ‘ahat maxes 7300 cans 
an nour py three, making a 1lo- 
tai ot 30,400 cans an hour bar- 
rmg breakdawns, 

‘valk about speed-up; it stag- 
gers one even to tnink of 1t. 
inat’s what you were up against. | 

Terrific Speed-Up 

So the long -tedious days andj; 
nights rolied on in an endless 
chain. Day gave way to night,| UP. It’s the same thing with a 
and night to day, monotonously,|new auto. It always must run 
nerve-breaking days in a test:@a while before the parts become 
oft endurance, competing with| adjusted to one another. 
machines, and nights too tired (To Be Continued.) . 
to talk or sit around. If the 
men did sit around, they seemed 
to stare at you from weary, 
arooping eyelids. On an aver- 
age, they all took advantage of 


’ San Francisco 


* 
DR. LEON KLEIN 
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tneir muserable beds and took DENTIST 
Lo them. ROOM 807, FLOOD BLDG. 
Not a Revolution , , 870 MARKET ST. 


Phone: SUtter 2188 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Special Reduction for Readers 


The first day’sysun of the 
fisning was destined to be the 
secona best run of the season. 
On the second morning the Red 
Fiag was run, up. ‘Inis needs 
explaining or the readers .(may- 
be there are none) may think 
that we had finaiy got a revo- 


* 
* 
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HELP.WANTED: Party mem- 


ber or sympathizer to do gen- |; 
eral office work, full or part 
time. Apply Business Office, 
141 Haight Street. 


OOOO 


r2 
+ 


ZLODI BROS.. | 
Dairy Lunch and 


- Cafeteria 
67 Fourth St., Cor. Jessie, 8. F. 
x 
* 


bership drive, and Frank Spec- 
tor, County Organizer ‘proudly 
announced the ‘new total has 
reached the splendid figure of 
344 ; i r 

In latest* reports, the State 
Recruiting Drive Committee was 
glad to near from Bekersfield, 
panta Barbara and Sonoma, who 


» 
* 


DAVE the Tailor 


227 THIRD St., San Francisco 
Buys and sells new and used 
Clothing. He also cleans and 
presses and repairs clothing. 


and on the third morning it was! 


“You ‘know; our. .comr des 
Ought to. take better advantage 
of the holidays. That’s the best 
time to recruit. During that per- 
iod they will meet mary friends 
they haven’t seen for weeks aon 
weeks. That's the time. to 
a@ chat with them. ‘about the 


Party and resgtab iis closer: Sat ia 
acts. ” 


_|THE combuaey. PARTY, _ 
(|121 Haight Street, 
San Franeisco. * 

| OR; 

24 South Spring Stow 


reat’s. holidays, ‘when it can be 
errs, hl a hundred fold. or 
more. Make your Cristmas ' greet- 
irigs to the Party in the form 
of” ‘p new application card. 

§. F. Celebrates 

San Francisco had‘ an overflow 
crowd of 400 to 500 last Sunday 
46 <elebrate Completing success- 
al the. titst halt of the. mem- 


Sacramento . 


| Bakersfield: 


came in with two recruits each, 
but want to hear about some 
action in Contra Costa, Stockton, 
San Bernardino, Monterey and 
other counties. 

_ Here are the latest figures on 
the drive: 


County Recruited 
San Francisco -.....c..ccre.cchee+0344 
Lie, Amgeles oonnkecsege sete Tost 898 


Alameda County 


eee ewes delseuacee 


errr yr terete tt 


Monterey 
Santa Clara ....4.. 
San Diego 


mucedcccsecesess § * seeevennteupanerre 


Peperer? Pitti tit tr 


sseeegenewre™ 


Contra Costa ..:, 
Santa Barbara 
Stockton 


weae® Penson ge rer erneeeerperstene 


Jockin pndattodpenvegee® © oeceus 


‘eww deers cese 


keg pakdki pase 


Special consideration to read- 

aq 
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Fox Theatre 
Barber & Jewelry Shop 
1372 Market Street. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
WORKERS TRADE INVITED 
Pay us a visit. 
irate Shee. 


x 
x 
| 
| 


*. ' 
*. * 
‘Jack McDonald's 
BOOK STORE 
Latest Books on Russia. 
Also books and pamphiets | 
for students of Communism. 
65 Sixth ie bec Francisco, 


=| | and | 
aug books for Chris 


"Strikiee 
se aeapeaal 
By a Worker Cc t. 
SAN FRANCISCO After 

veading in the Western Worker 

of the generous gctions of the 
studio Carpenters ‘Local of Hol- 

.ywood donating above $5600 to 

ié cause of the striking water- 

.ront unions, and also the L. A. 

uistriet Council of Carpenters 

uonating $250 per week for the 
uuration of the strike, I can not 
nelp but write you a letter of 
ihe miserable action of my own 
iocal union, No., 22, Brotherhood 
of: Carpenters and Joiners of 

America. 

Aiter a very fine appeal and 
explanation by two waterfront 
brothers about their strike and 
what it meant to all of us so- 
called union men, our officials 
had the nerve to appoint a com- 
mittee to investigate if assist- 
ance was needed so that they 
would be able to donate the 
nuge sum of $10 per week. 

Isn’t this something swell— 
what has our union become, 
agents for ‘the Industrial Asso- 
ciation or what? I am pot a 
Communist, -but we sure need 
something in our union. If 
Communism can straighten it 
out, I hope we get some. |. 

Our businéss agent, James Mc- 
Knight, even had the nerve to 
attack the longshoremen’s un- 


ior openly by saying we ought tended from sutirounding towns 
of Winters and Fairfield. 


to “investigate what kind of 
|people we give our money to, 


that they had $7000 left. over |' 


from the 1934 strike to use to 
organize this one. 

mwicKnight, ex-nodcarrier, needs 
investigating himself. Hig rec- 
lord is not so clean. However, 
he is only Ricket’s and Dave 
Kyan’s mouthpiece and just does 
everything he is told. 

He Needs Lesson 

Bust just the same, the ‘long- 
shoremen should take note of 
'nim if he ever comes around the 
Iront and give him a lesson in, 
true unionism . 

I don't know whether you 
might want to print my letter. 
nmverytning is the truth. I) can't 
| give you’ my name—you know 
what would happen if it should 
eek. out lama W. W, subsckjher., 


Lf 


WESTERN WORKER 
| on sale 
| following news stands 


CRESCENT NEWS CO, 
218 W. 8th St. 


COLONIAL DRUG CO., 
5700 N. Figueroa 


STEEL NEWS 
713334 S.. Alvarado 
Patronize Your Nearest 
News Dealer. oe 
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CHRISTMAS: 
~—~BO0 K 
SALE 


| * 
BARGAINS! 
Bargains! 
saint 


alae 1 Ith 


to 
January 2nd - 


* 


SAN FRANCISCO: 
International Bookshop 
170 Golden Gate Ave. 
Workers Bookshop | 
121. Haight St. 
LOS ANGELES: i 
Cultural Center Bookshop 
230 So. Spring St. | . 
“P4191, Brooklyn ares 
BERKELEY: : 
ie 2475 Bancroft Way | 
OAKLAND: 
. $67 12th Street. 
SAN. PEDRO: 
' 944 W. 6th St. 
SAN peerage | 


MS 1074 10th st. 


wefan: 


Space 


ee saiatcmremeenees 


Give your “friend is} 


| 


ONE OF THE new tanks in the lord mayor’s pageant, a military 
display in London recently. Britain has increased war appropria- 
tions tremendously in recent months, in preparations for war. 


Record-Breaking 
Crowd at Meet 
To Aid Spain 


ing called for col.ecting money 
to aid Spanish democracy, 
der 
Lodge of Vacaville, a 
breaking crowd turned out. 


| 


|,bastiana Sierra, of San Leandro, 


ee a a a as 


|. Saturday Eve, December 12, 8 p-m. 


rte TRUE  gTORY® OF THE REICHSTAG | FIRE. AND “THE 
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elatives go pa |i 
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-SHIPOWNERS 


|B.R.T. Speaker Rape” 
_ Suspension of 


C.1; 0: 


SANTA  MONICA—In 
People’s Forum here, Luella. 
Twining made an. eloquent plea. 
.or the striking maritime work- 
ers. She said the shipowners, ** 
who receive large subsidies from‘ 
-he federal government, are uns ... 
wiliing to grant the maritime 
wolkeis decent conditions af; 
ilvlihood, 

She begged members to solfeié.. 
funds and carry on .a publicity 
campaign in behalf of the strik- _ 
ers. s 

She said more crocodile eer 
nave been shed over a few tour-'"’ 
ists who found difficulty in leav-'” 


|Sta. Monica People’s 
Forum in Support of 
Maritime Strikers 


few bananas that were in dan- 
ger of spoiling, than over the 
tate ‘of the strikers and their 
1amilies. ; 
Withhold Ship Subsidies 
The Forum passed a resolution, 
demanding that “the shipowners 
reopen negotiations with thé” 
maritime unions upon the fun-' ' 
damental] union. demands upon: 
which the strike was called. 
“And be it further resolved, 
that we demand that the Unit- 
ed States government suspend . 


By 2 Worker Correspondent. 


SANTA MONICA—Meeting at 
Mills Auditorium, the People’s 
Forum on Sunday morning, No- 

_|vember. 22nd, adopted a resolu- 
VACAVILLE—Ac a mass meet-| tion introduced by Mr. L. Twin- 
ing, member in the Interprofes- 
siénal Association, protesting 
against the use of police in the 
San Pedro maritime strike area. 
Copies were sent to President 


By a Worker Correspondent 


un- 
Spanish 
record- 


auspices of the 


The Spanish people turned out| Roosevelt, Governor Merriam : oe : 
100 once: = ‘the crowd was|and Mayor Shaw of Los Ange- tiatn anieeenee ar ‘sa 5 
very . enthusiastic. People at- | les.. shipowners have acceded to the 


just and basic. demands of the- 
spoke on the role of the Spanish' maritime workers. 
women. | “And be it further resolved 
‘the Spanish consul did not ap-! that copies of this resolution be’ 
Lodge of San Francisco, spoke! pear, as advertised. ‘sent to the Department of La-” 
on the history of Spain and the; A raffle, dancing and refresh- por, the United States Maritime” 
present struggle. Paul Lyon, of} ments followed the mass meet- Commission and to the press.” 
the Alaska Cannery Workers Un-; .ng. A_ special dance fandango 
ion, spcke on _ the’ necessity of | was given by a young boy and 
being organized and on the role | a girl from Sunnyvale. All 
of the Spanish trade unions. Sa- drinks were donated be the Al- 
uarmbra Cafe. < 


The collection was $628.60. 
Rodolfo Giron, of the Masonic 
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SAN “FRANCISCO 
PLL THE UNA ULTSN EiT Te Hid ant 


WHO iS WHO? 
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FIFTH ANKUAL 
WORKERS 


tI ENSUES PUGLEY 


WHAT IS WHAT! =|) PRESS 
. BAZAAR 


New Year’s Eve 
AT 121 HAIGHT 
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Entertainment 
BARGAINS 
DANCING 
DINING 
PRIZES 
FUN a 


$ 


Og NE 


NEA ETA HET: 


PMO 0 LLL aaa very ged — * 
———— —- t 
* $< 
-WIHTER FROLIC AND DANCE ! 


Benefit Western Worker 


DECEMBER 
18th, 19th, 2th 


CULTURAL. 
CENTER ae 
230 S. Spring St. . 


Cultural Center, 230 S. Spring St 
Center Swing Orchestra—Refreshments. 


Auspices Needle Trade Branches C.P. of L, A. Adm. 25 Cents. | 
; * 


¥* - 


INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER 


Offers you Life Insurance from $100» to $2000,, Medical one 

and Sick Benefits of $4, $6, $8 and $10. weekly. 
For a member 35 years of age, with $500 insurance and $8 
Sick Benefits, Medical Service for entire family, Disability and | 
Tuberculosis benefits, the cost is only $1.48 a month, . 

THAT'S THE PROTECTION WE ‘OFFER. 
_ For Further\Information == 

Cali 137 N. SOTO ate Phone ANGELES 15253, Los Angeles. | 


Door Prize 


$50 c reglit O Order 


‘LOS ANGELES 


7 eer A 8 oT 
. LEIPZIG TRIAL 


Ambino “DER KAMPF” 


Filmed by. German CONF ERENCE — 
Exiles in Soviet Union 
fear Dia dogs | 


Starts FRI. MAT, NOV. 27. x 
POSITIVELY ONE WEEK’ 0! E 
INTERNATIONAL THEATRE, ' Grand ! 
a. yaar 1516, Per r 


By a Werker Correspondent we 
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c alti . Has Sabotaged otuced. Orcanizatinn Time 


ony Again and Reduced. the Member- 
ship of the Union 


By TOM PATTERSON 
LOS ANGELES—Following a series of vicious bulletins 
attempting to prejudice workers in the official-dominated 
Street Maintenance Employees’ Association against a bona- 


fide trade union, Harry W. Dail, international representative " | 7m 
of Teamsters’ Union, in a letter dated November 25, warned | 


organizing these workers and * 
ol. that it was time somebody did. 
° Yes, it is time somebody did. 
It* is also time.that the Oil' 
Workers take stock of why they | 
have not been able to do so in 
order themselves to take up this, 
task dnd carry it through. 


“SPER = 
Had Oil Workers’ officials such 
as Jaines: C. Coulter and Fred 


; Phillips taken the: lead in this A ae Jala Scabs’ 


task which is rightly that of the 
Oil Workers’ Union, we are con- Bag of Tricks 


fident that the rank and file of 
San ‘Pedro Teamsters would not 
be going into the field simply to 
get members. 

What has been the answer of 
Coulter to this stinging rebuke 
to his leadership of Local 128 
of thé Oil Workers, of which he 
has been financial secretary and 
leading figure for nearly four- 
‘teen years? 

Brother Coulter has Seance 
that: he expected the oi] compa- 
of nies would exert pressure on the 


NEW YORK-—Some of the 
tricks in an up-to-date profes- 
sional strikebreaker’s bag were 
exhibited to public view at a 
Natl. Labor Relations Board in- 
quiry into strikes at the Rem- 
ington-Rand, Inc., plants, 

The tricks were pulled out of 
the bag by Pearl (I Break 
Strikes) Bergoff, while the 266- 
lb. ex-convict Chowderhead Co- 
hen awaited his turn to testify. 

Bergoff said he was paid $25,- 
oin the Oil : a ae 

Workers" i preference ri the 850 by the typewriter and office 
’ ‘Teamsters,i ’ equipment concern. 

The answer is typically Coul-| A whispering campaign that 
“ter. He ‘sas followed a policy the company will move is a fa- 


based on {he contention that the vorite dodge, Berdoff told Trial 
Oil | Wanita: Union will grow Examiner Charles Wood. Bergoff 


ly if tht: oil ies do not|>rought 58 gorillas to Reming- 
ss eae ‘it, ale cg apes bate ton-Rand’s Middletown plant, 


"have “con'idence” that they are assigned a few to make a pre- 
3 fafe to‘aliow their men to join|‘ense of removing machinery 


am he rest around 
it. The present low ebb of Local | 224 scattered the 
428 is prjof of the disastrous | ‘wn to whisper. “That has lost 


of its values now because 
effect of sich a policy. Although | S°m¢ of i . 
‘Coulter cijmeeals that fact, the ies ee most skeptical, 
present pjid-up membership is e admitted. 
net more than 800, where in Bergoff is also proud of the 


1944 | ther) were. "approximately “linguists” on his staff, who talk 
2300. —-: to wavering strikers in their own 


BC _Ehis situation seein the clos-|anguage, sowing suspicion and 
a est a.tention not only to enable breaking down morale. He had 


the Oil Workers’ Union to take to admit, however, that Pres. 
the strong, militant position it James H. Rand Jr., outsmarted 
can and sliould have as a C.I.0. him on one idea. Rand ordered 
-union-in ¢ basic industry that is | @ consignment of finks sent to 
nei most. y unorganized. More his Tonawanda plant, and when a 
than ‘this, it should be asked: melee ensued, had his camera 
ee how Coult+r has upheld the mil- ™&an on hand to take movies of 
itant C.1.G, policy of organizing | Strikers attacking “loyal worke 
the unorganized. As most’, &TS- Bergoff was sore at Rand 
Be -everydne knows, Coulter ‘8 en- j,at first for “staging a riot,” 
gaged ina wire-pulling cam- ’ without warning, but -had to ad- 
paign ealeulated to make him mit it was a smart idea. 
the next yresident of the State 
, Federation:of Labor. 
Coulter’s . Sabotage - 
- * Whenever a membership: drive 
og - was propoged in the Long Beach 
: local, Cou: ter managed to con- 
| . fine. it to} ‘putting a former In- 
' ternational. organizer, Howard 
: Geiger, on the lotal’s payroll to 
aa go among the drilling and field 
crews to solicit individual mem- 
berships.. Never has it produced 
results. , 
There’ h;jve been countless oc- 
_ casions when proposals _ _were 
made to pit on a/mass campaign 
- | after the manner of the drive 
| - now béing made in the steel in- 
dustry. Coulter's sneers can be 
redalled ly anyone who ever 
attended the locals meetings. 
‘Now the membership has 
dropped’ to the point where of- 
. ficials’. salaries are in jeopardy. 
The .do-ntthing. policies in. the 
refineries have. reached the 
stage whée the Shell refineries, 
once.a stianghold, are now the 
' union’s weakest links. Trying to 
“make up for a lack of any pol- 
: os which ‘would encourage Shell 
‘workers ty join the union, Coul- 
“ ter, advocsted the present state- 
wide labor. boycott on the Shell 
-Company tind its! products. The 
boyeott is. presumably in effect, 
but it shows clearly that a boy- 
“ott. can nly be effective in>a 
labor striiggle when it is an 
auxiliary to. a mass struggle. 
The She? workers have been 
given no \feason fo believe that 
the union ee organize and lead 
. «| this strug tle ee 
-| He Q ice. Sneered’ At It 
Coulter: once ‘Sneered at and 
se idea of organizing 
station workers. 
gahized in San 


. 


operators came to the Oil Work- 
ers’ 


unionists that Coulter: has been 
dickering with the notorious A. 
H. Peterson, “Pedro Pete,” to 
take charge of the drive at $2 
per member. It is also under- 
stood that the equally - discred- 
ited Elmer Bruce is after the 
job. The inescapable conclusion 
is that Coulter wants to save the 
officials’ salaries, but he knows 
that to do this he must keep the 
“new blood” under the thumb of 
a thoroughgoing reactionary who 
has been fepudiated time and 
again by his own union and who 
is now apparently looking for a 
new field. 

Organizing the service station 
operators would be good for the 
union now, just as it would have 
been ‘good a year or so back 
when Coulter sneered at it, but 
it must be kept out of the 
hands of the discredited Peter- 
son and it must not serve as an 
excuse’ for failure to . organize 
the refinery workers. 

Another move: to “escape the 
real tasks of the local is pushed 
by International Vice-President 
Fred Phillips, who. is taking 
charge of a meeting to induct a 
group of tank erectors who bolt- 
ed the. Boilermakers’ Union. 


with this except that again; it is 
merely serving as an exctise for 
failure in the major responsibil- 
ity. The oil companies and the 
refinery workers know that. 
there will never be an effective 
Oil Workers’ Union. until the 
refineries are orgafiized. 
, Leave Main Task Undone 
Instead of a militant policy. of 
organzing the unorganized work- 
ers in the. strategic places, the 
international | and local officers 


Trad to do so on their own initia- 
ag end uaa e Fedetal. a oe 


-@f-|any members at all who will 

to-|pay dues, and leaving undone 
-|the task that is necessary before 

ra a ca meas 

is | ter conditions, 

a} “Bat in order to make.a 


Union asking to be taken 
in, we learn from San Pedro | 


There. would be nothing wrong’ 


ae ieee oe for - members, 


Sure _ 


"ot a tke iy og 


os we ee 
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ONE TROUBLE with the speedup, bosses find, is that workers 
stop now and then to catch their breath, So this elevator was 
invented to let the boss sneak up on you unawares. They’re go- 
sass to pias cabae pre Aaa it ‘so it will run horizontally as well as WELERS ETON ES and down. 


Physicians Aid 
Pedro Strikers 


SAN PEDRO—Two physicians 
and a dentist have voluntarily 
donated their professiona] serv- 
ices to San Pedro strikers dur- 
ing the. life-and-death struggle 
betwen greedy shipping inter- 
ests and the men who work for 


them. 

Dr. C. B. Walsworth, who 
has aided the unions in previous 
strikes, and Dr.-: Oscar Jacobs, 
lentist, are now on the job to 
give medical aid to families of 
workers who are unable to pay 
for it because of the strike, and 
Dr. L. D. Crain, rising young 
physician, is also available when 
needed. 

“I shall be most happy to ten- 

der any professional aid in my 
nower to your members and their 
families and to the members 
and families of allied unions for 
the duration of the present em- 
ergency, ” announced Dr. Crain. 
im a communication to the local 
LA. “Allow me to assure you 
of my desire to ‘cooperate in 
every way, and my sincere best 
wishes for a favorable outcome 
in the present struggle.” 
- Drs. Crane, Walsworth, and 
Jacobs are to be eommended 
for their work in: helping the 
San Pedro unions. Many other 
Outstanding citizens, professional 
and nony yrofessional, have con- 
demned.the inhuman tactics of 
the ship-owners, and are defin- 
itely lining up on. the side of 
the strikers. They realize that 
théir own careers are menaced 
and that their future welfare is 
indirectly imperiled by the huge 
interests which would enslave 
the workers. 


‘in the Shell refineries, or pos- 


sibly a strike confined to the 
one:at Watson. He would not 
talk of a strike in 1935 when the | 
Watson refinery was. almost, 
completely organized. The work- 
ers were paying dues then and 
they won only negligible im- 
pfovements in their conditions. 
Coulter wants the longshoremen 
to help with a “blockade.” 

There is nothing wrong with 
assistance from longshoremen, 
and they have proved themselves 
great exponents of labor soli- 
darity in the past and present. 
But neither a longshoremen’s 
blockade nor a boycott can ac- 
complish what the oil workers 
are not organized to fight for. 
It is not surprising that the 
“strike” talk of Phillips and 
Coulter has had little effect. 
Coulter and Phillips have con- 
sistently, sabotaged this neces- 
sary organization. 

A good sample of their phil- 
osophy came when the local 
executive board which they con- 
trol did not even Iet it be known 
that the Oil Workers want the 
refinery truck. drivers. They 
are “hard to handle.” 

What they want is better con- 
ditions. Like other refinery 
workers, they do not want a 
union merely to pay dues; they 
realize that better conditions 
have to’ be fought for. - Coulter 
does ‘not want to ‘fight. He 
wants dues paying members who 
will behave so as not to antag- 


-onize’ the .oil companies. 


To. date Coulter has largely 
had his, way, and. the result is 
apparent. Many progressive 
forces have dropped out in de- 
spair. He has used expulsion 
without trial and the constant 
threat of expulsion. -But there 


are ogressive - forces . in 
as ;the Long Beach local who are. 
making. themselves heard. At.a 


recent meeting Coulter’s. power 
to expel was.curbed by a\\mea- 


out trial. ° 
‘Him 


Through. 
- More iean this the workers 
uction 


forbidding: expulsion with- 


Tank Truck Firms 
[Fear Organization 


LOS ANGELES — Frantically 
attempting to halt the rap- 


id organization of truck driv- 
ers, both in the waterfront area 
and in Los Angeles proper, tank 
truck operators, who have some 
300 trucks and 300 trailers, met 
in the swanky Jonathan club 
and hysterically expressed their 
opposition to any attempt to 
unionize their drivers. 

Setting up a hue and cry about 
how the poor public might be 
deprived of gasoline, Howard 
Lang, president of the Tank 
Truck Operators’ Association, 
moaningly declared that “this 
issue raised by organized labor 
is purely and simply to unionize 
an open shop business.” 

The tank truck operators have 
found anxious 


ing to put down union activities, 
for following their demands for 
police protection immediate pro- 
mises from authorities assured 
them police convoys would be 
supplied if a concerted organiza- 
tion campaign among truck dri- 
vers increased. 


Turkey Pickers Win 


Wage Increase 


MODESTO.—Workers at Bou- 
lins and Roos Pultry won wage 
increases for turkey picking, 
scalding and killing, just before 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Increase was from 6 to 8 
cents. At Floydens Poultry the 
increase was not won due to 
threats of blacklisting, by which 
workers were forced to say they 
were satisfied. These workers 
'are unorganized. 


abandoning the field of organ- 


izing workers who could 
| strengthen their hand with the 
| employers. 


‘The first task of progressive 
forces in the union is to center 
the organizational efforts on the 
refineries where the greatest 
lever can be wielded by the 
workers. .A mass campaign, ac- 
companied by publicity and par- 
ticipated in by all members, is 
in order. It should involve not 
only the oil workers, but the 
labor movement through the 
Long Beach and Harbor District 
Central Labor Councils, perhaps 
through forming an Oil Work- 
fers’ Organizing Committee sim- 
liar in set-up to the Steel Work- 
ers’ Organizing Committee na- 
tionally. 

Such a campaign should in- 
clude contact with Oil Workers’ 
locals nationally, most of which 
are progressively inclined as in- 
dicated by the changes made in 
the International constitution at 
the last convention and by the 
ousting of Coulter’s brother, 
John L. Coulter from the In- 
ternational secretaryship, and the 
election of. Conarty of Ham- 
mond, Ind., in‘ his: place.’ 

It should be organized around 
definite issues such as (a) the 
demand that the Shell Company 
negotiate with the union as pro- 
vided by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board Election (b) defi- 
nite wage standards (c) an end 
to the personnel departments’ 
discriminatory - “merit system” 
of advancement and (d) recog- 
nition of union committees’ rep- 
resenting the workers in the set- 
tlement of grievances. “ 
~ {he Oil Workers’ Union. ‘gyill 


ers, regain its membership. and 
become. a really, veffective factor 
when it begins to adopt the pol- 
cies and methods of ‘the Com- 
‘mittee for .Industrial Organiza- 
tion to which it is affiliated. 


own part @ can expect and get 
the support of the. rest of the 


win the confidence of the work- 


‘With a little initiative on its’ 


assistance from: 


the police, they say, in attempt-|™onths of unemployment. 


nS 
a i 


labor movement. — The ‘organiza- | 


| question is asked, 


with emulating Hitler’§. 1 


‘the job ‘of ripping the 


the U.S.L. strikers at a! cost 


lc auditane Unfit For 
Humans 


STOCK TON—Refugal 
growers and shippers of celery 
in the San Joaquin ‘and Sacra- 
mento Counties to negotiate with 
the Agricultural Workers Union 
A.F.L. Local 20221 on the de- 
mands of the\ workers for im- 
proved living and werking con- 
ditions ‘resulted in the call to 
strike the celery eae and sheds 
on Nov, 23. 


The growers not ollly refused 
to talk to the Union officials, 
but in two cases—H, P. Garin 
and Clark & lLyons—the de- 
mands, sent by registered mail, 
were returned unopened. 

The gemands for 10c an hour 
increase, union recognition, and 
the hiring hall are based on in- 
tolerable living conditions | and 
on a wage scale that is lower 
this year in spite of the fact 
that prices to the grower have 
increased, according to union of- 
licials. 

Workers around Stockton re- 
vealed that sleeping facilities are 
inadequate—many must sleep on 
the floor of barns or out on 
the ground; that the men must 
pay $1.00 a day for board which 


‘consists mostly of beans and 


cereals and is prepared in filthy 
kitchens; that many camps pro- 
vide no water for bathing and 
only unfiltered river ‘water for 
drinking; that contractors, who 
supply 40 per cent of) the labor 
in this area hold up wages, in 
some instances fail to pay in full 
and even at ali, and, by threat 
of ‘firing, force men to buy liq- 
uor. With wages at 25¢ for field 
workers and 30c for shed work- 
ers, it is impossible for work- 
ers to improve these living con- 
ditions and to provide for 3% 


So far the growers have had 
full cooperation of the)state and 
county officers. On; Monday, 
the first day ‘of the strike, Sher- 
iff Odell barricaded the public 
highway 6 miles from |the sheds 
at Terminus, where five-sixths 
of the packing is done. Since 
then kotlt sheriff and)state po- 
lice have convoyed trucks load- 
ed with celery and s¢abs. On 
Thursday the sheriff stated he 
would clear the whole area of 
10 square miles surrounding 
Terminous of pickets) in com- 
pliance with the request of the 
District School Board) that “‘he 
“protect the school (ehildren.” 


The strikers have been: denied | 


the right of peaceful picketing. 

The cooperation of the law 
doesn’t stop there. When the 
15 men who were arrested on 
the charge of “malicious mis- 
chief” asked Justice |Solkmore 
of Lodi for redction | of their 
unusually high bail of $500, the 


judge refused, making the state-. 


ment: “You will find |that you 
are not being tried in a San 
Francisco court. And you will 
find. that the citizens of this 
community are not San Fran- 
ciscans.” : 


of the 


‘the ordinance, 


‘Oil Workers 
Defeat Pie-Card 


For “Pedro Pete” 


. LONG _BEACH. — Members 
of Oil Workers’ Local No. 
128 completely exposed and 
defeated an attempt to con- 
nect A. H.: (Pedro Pete) Pet- 
erson with a cash income 
from the Oil Workers’ Union. 
-Secretary James C. Coulter 
suddenly tried to put over a 
proposition to hire an organ-. 
izer. His action was detected | 
and denounced as a move to! 
provide Peterson with a job! 
and get him 
Workers’ Union where he 
definitely is not wanted be-| 
cause of his record in the 
ILL.A. | 


FLETCHER’S 
“SIT-DOWN” 


Directed Against the 
Workers 


me 


LONG BEACH—Two months 
ago the Long Beach Central La- 
bor Council opened a campaign 
against the Long Beach anti- 
picketing ordinance without a 
dissenting vote and took initial 
steps to effect its repeal. 

Today Brother Carl Fletcher, 
editor \of the Long Beach Labor 
News, member of the city coun- 
cil and \one-time mayor, is tak- 
ing the lead against continued 
action. 

Haywire Arguments 

Basing his arguments on the 
fact that he’ knows of an in- 
stance wherein labor was defeat- 
ed in a petition circulating fight, 
he argues for discontinuance. 
He argues that it costs money to 
secure signatures and that a 
campaign must be carried to the 
voters before success can be 
achieved. Defeat is possible, he 
says. 

Another argument he puts for- 
ward is that the Oil Workers’ 
Union, which originally petition- 
ed the Central Labor Council 
asking it to take action against 
did not provide 


2 


funds. 

It took Brother Fletcher two 

months to think ef these “ar- 
guments.” However, it has not 
yet occurred to him to find out 
to what extent Long Beach and 
Los Angeles unions would back 
the fight. He has made no ef- 
fort to find out if help was 
available from the Workers’ Al- 
fiatice or other progressive and 
liberal groups, including church- 
es, 
«4 He has not done these things 
in spite af the fact that he is 
chairman of a committee whose 
duty it is to find them out. and 
enlist the help necessary to car- 
ry on a successful fight. The 
only logical conclusion, since he 
was “for’ the move at the time 
it was made, is that he accepted 
the responsibility only to “sit 
on the lid” while the workers’ 
resentment of the ordinance 
“blew over.’ . 


into the Oil| 


| 


‘ILA. MAYOR TOLD BY TEANSTER 


UNION HEAD TO GET RID OF CITY: 
RUN COMPANY UNION OF DRIVERS 


Petition Signed by Hundreds of Municipal 
Truck Drivers Asked Union to 
Organize Them Into A.F.L. 


The Teamsters’ Union has announced a blockade to or- 
ganize truck drivers connected with the oil refineries in the. 
San Pedro, Wat:on and Dominguez area. 

In announcing this campaign, representatives of the Team- 


sters pointed out that the Oil Workers’ 


Mayor Shaw to take immediate 
steps to curb the activities of | 
“petty politicians who trifle with 


‘he jurisdiction of organized 
labor.” 
Dail’s letter, written on the 


letterhead of the International 
Teamsters Union and sent from 
local organization headquarters, 
is as follows: 

November 25, 


Hon. Frank Shaw, Mayor, 
Los Angeles, California. 
Dear Sir: 

You will find enclosed copy 
of a bulletin issued by an asso- 
ciation composed of employees 
in. the Public Works Depart- 
ment. 


I call your attention to the 
fact that this organization usurps 
the functions of a bona fide trade 
union and in our opinion an or- 
ganization of this kind violates 
the letter and spirit of civil ser- 
vice law and is contrary to the 
principles of civil service. 

About two months ago a pe- 
tition was presented to me, 
signed by several hundred mu- 
nicipal drivers, requesting that 
this brotherhood grant a char- 
ter ‘to the municipal drivers of 
Los Angeles. This was complied 

with and we now have an es- 
tablished local union consisting 
only of truck drivers employed 
by the city. 

Enclosed bulletin was _ issued 
and distributed at the time our 
local union was: established and 
has had the effect desired by 
those responsible for same. 

Owing to the fact that the 
ringleaders of this dual organi- 
zation are superintendents, fore- 
men, or hold some petty official 
position, a. feeling prevails in 
the minds of the men that there 
will be reprisals if they join the 
union. 

While this may seem an in- 
corsequential matter to both 
yourself and your. advisers, I as- 
sure you that it becomes a mat- 
ter of import when petty politic- 
ians attempt to trifle with the 
jurisdiction of organized labor. 
There are a number of minor 
labor officials who either hold 
positions or are seeking favor 
with the administration, who 
might favor an organization of 
this sort from the standpoint of 
their personal advantage. How- 
evér, I advise you in the most! 
friendly manner that there is. 
enough dj dynamite in this propo- 


“MODERN TIMES” 


By NAT YANISH 

OAKLAND. — Greeted with 
unbounded enthusiasm) by | the 
publicity-starved U.S. Lead Bat- 
tery strikers, I was overwhelm- 
ed by a barrage of atrogity stor- 
ies one would expect) to hear 
only under a Hitler or Mussolini 
regime. 


“It appears, however, | that Oak-| m 


land boasted a neuro de Hitler 
of .its.own in:the person of bjus- 
tering, violent Capt. irown of 
the Eastern Police Stati In a 
petition to, City Mer.) Hassler 
and Chief of Police Walman de- 


/manding the immediate! removal 


of Capt. Brown, and signed by 
a great number of citizens and 
members of Organized 
i ‘ 
land intend to operate I der t 
Constitution 
States, or secede to 
steppin ty under or i rown?” 


ordered by Oaiiahe’s | dictator 
Brown, and a brutal, crdel beat- 
ing administered... Not | 


to this sadistic extent, on Or- 
tobér 27, Capt. Brown c¢ popcctes | 
LS. n- 
stitution t6 shreds by destroying 
private property, teari r. down 
the soup kitchen sign put up by 


five hard-earned dollars), 
Rather pre? e 

As revealed to me, 
tions against which t 
ers. are struggling bnacal ‘$0 { 
plorable and i da sey" to 
a man, the strikers woult 1e 
starve than return undé 
same conditions. (Howe 


re -emplified in U.S.L. Moving pic- 


lavoratores ee tha oy 


ie asation of a giant turkey 
which, with all trimmings and 
side dishes, promises a Thanks- 
giving feast the workers could 
seareely afford for their own 
families under struck conditions. ) 


US.L. bought the Harrison- 
Smith battery outfit of Oklaho- 

ma. With this change of owner- 
Ship came a ruthless change in 
policy. U.S.L. inaugurated an 
dtislaught upon their workers’ 
¢Ohditions which culminated in 


a walk-out, decisive as it was 
spontaneous. 
Together with their wages, 


Harrison-Smith workers received 
milk, overalls, and two six min- 
ute intervals per day for smok- 
=| Hae. U.S.L. revoked these hu- 
tiighe privileges—privileges the 
workers of Russia have learned 
to accept as a matter of fact, 
$o fundamental are they. 

Wages were so pitifully low, 


‘U.S.L. found it necessary to es- 


tablish relief for their workers. 


At noon food orders were placed 


in time-clocks, so that the work- 
érs might regain sufficient ener- 
gy to continye with their work! 

Battery workers must wear 
féspirators: with a long air: hose 
to supply them with fresh air, 
for precautions must be taken 
| Bat ainst-the'dread lead poisoning. 

t U.S.L. supplied their work- 
men with Worn, out-moded equip- 
ment. which provided very in- 
adequate protection. 

Men. and. boys alike displayed 


< fave. and head to me, revealing 


large spots where the dread lead 
puison had found ingress. 
“Modern Times” is well ex- 


are taken of men. at work, 
. of. the pace of their walk! 
en follow the men the 


IT’S NO CHAPLIN MOVIE IN U.S. 


ly eliminate! 

The infamous Bedeaux speed- 
up is utilized by U.S.L. Men 
actually are forced to run after 
the hose to make connections, so 
fast does it move! Workers are 
automatically fired if they do 
not produce a stipulated amount 
of work per hour. 


The U.S.L. strike seemingly 
was the signal to let loose upon 
the workers a filthy horde of 
degenerates. Foster N. Bradley, 
founder of the Bedeaux speed- 
up system, as if devoting his 
debased life to the persecution of 
the working class, delivers. scab 
products in his own car tosmall 
distributors. 

An Ed Livingston, boss of 
Livingstoft’s Super Service, 4100 
Foothill Blvd., because of his 
questionable character, petitioned 
the U.S.L. strikers to state they 
wished to return to work. In 
other ways also, Livingston made 
himself obnoxious to the strikers. 

Topping the list, we have Gen- 
eralg Manager Brown, who is 

so ‘chntemptible he went out of 
his way to lie so that a striker’s 
mother should not receive needed 
hospitalization! Also he sends his 
own son to scab in US.L. | 


On the other hand we have 
the brighter side. of humanity. 
In the words. of the centralistrike 
committe, “Mrs. Dorothy Cart- 


wright, S.R. A. head supervisor, 


is the best public service worker 
in the country.” 

Untiringly and unstintingly 
this humane person helps in 
every manner her méans pro- 
vides. The strikers have: found 
her honorable and dependable. 


“Unfortunately, we have too few 
such fine people in social work. 
The: strikers: mn aie — 


f % om dea ohne Sete p 


1936. 


Union was not 
¥ 


CELERY UNION 
GROWING FAST 


Vigilantes Fail to 
Crimp Style 


STOCKTON—Vigilantes have 
appeared on the scene in the 
celery strike. 100 ~ volunteets 


rived at the barricades near Ter- 
minus on Thanksgiving morning. 


ed in the strike on November 26. 


arrested on the charge of “tres- 
passing’ on cultivated ground” 
when the pickets at the sheds 
near Isleton succeeded in calling 
out the workers there. 


Union’s Fast Growth 


At the same time the number 
of scabs brought in by the 
growers, under state and county 
protection, to harvest their $2,- 
000,000 crop is increasing, . the 
number of strikers is growing. 
Since the strike was called, over 
1500 have joined the union at 
Stockton. 

The growers admit one-third 
of the 3500 cutters and shed 
workers have walked out and 
at the same time state that the 
strike is not supported by the 
celery workers. Not only is 
the strike supported by the cel- 
ery workers but it is supported 
by relative proportions of the 
nationalities involved. Thus Fili- 
pinos are in the great majority, 
followed by whites, Mexicans, 
Negroes and Japanese. 


sition to cause a political up- 
heaval. x 

It is obvious that the admin- 
istration would be held respon- 
sible for the acts of those who 
are directly responsible «to the 
administration. 

I assure that this is called to 
your attention in a friendly spir- 
it and I cannot too strongly 
emphasize the importance of 
| your giving the matter your 

;immediate attention. 

Sincerely yours, 


nn 
PSS Ss SSS nS 


W. DAIL. 


LEAD BATTERY 


in their choice of strike ¢€om- 
mittee. The man who is chair- 
:man, is a clear thinking leader 
and is well to cope with the 
strike-breaking tactics 
Ed Livingstones and the Capt. 
Browns. 

The publicity to leave ig a 
worker who hag had his eyes 
opened to the immense farce of 
“free speech” and “free press.” 
Time is denied the strikers on the 


air, while the Oakland newspa- . 


pers, The Tribune, and the Hearst 
Post-Inquirer carry on a cam- 
paign of lies and vilifications 
against them. Like multitudes of 
other workers who are - forced 
to struggle against intolerable 
working and living conditions, 
the U.S.L. strikers have fast 
found that the Western Worker 


is the only friend ‘they haye;. 


the only newspaper which really 
fights for and. defends their 
rights; in gan their news- 
paper, 

As I rose . to tlee a lead- 
er took a. “referendum of the 
strikers Iounging about in head- 
quarters. 

“How do you feel about this 
strike?’”’ he asked one man -after 
another. 
back to work?” 


Fists clenched, (but: deafortin=> 


were deputized when they ar-. 


The local at Sacramento join- . 


Ten men and one woman were, 


of the 


“Do you want to go 


“, 


ately not yet raised in’ air), they ~ 


said without exception or hesi- 


tation, “I would rather: starve 
than return. un ar the: same con- 
ditions.” 


As I left their soup kitchen 
bse eres schded in my ears: 
“You have’ a damn 
there!” - Ford. paper 

‘Local - 20218,. Federal ‘Labor 
Union, is their 'sole support. Send 
immediate aid- to these gal 
workers, so that ae om 
the octopus, . UAL. ss 


ad 


